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Catharine A. MacKinnon : Women's Lives, Men's Laws  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Women's Lives, Men's Laws: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Reality hurts, face it or give up to dispairBy E. Matzyes, there is a 
war on women, and Mackinnon explains how it works,read it if you have the courage to face the truth.(many men 
spend a lot of time hating/trashing her on line because they cannotface their own truth)7 of 9 people found the 
following review helpful. Feminist and inspiringBy AlejandroIncredible, very feminist and radical but very good 
points, if you understand the women's movement you will celebrate the ideas in this book. Is clear, easy and go very 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674015401


deep in some issues.11 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Well written and thought provoking.By K. 
NobleMacKinnon is a feminist icon for a reason. She writes persuasively and her logic is impeccable (I'm sure some 
privileged white dudes would disagree, feel threatened by this book, and give it bad reviews, but hey.) This book is 
moderately advanced in terms of feminist theory, but not prohibitively difficult for beginners to understand.

In the past twenty-five years, no one has been more instrumental than Catharine MacKinnon in making equal rights 
real for women. As Peter Jennings once put it, more than anyone else in legal studies, she "has made it easier for other 
women to seek justice." This collection, the first since MacKinnon's celebrated Feminism Unmodified appeared in 
1987, brings together previously uncollected and unpublished work in the national arena from 1980 to the present, 
defining her clear, coherent, consistent approach to reframing the law of men on the basis of the lives of women. By 
making visible the deep gender bias of existing law, MacKinnon has recast legal debate and action on issues of sex 
discrimination, sexual abuse, prostitution, pornography, and racism. The essays in this volume document and 
illuminate some of the momentous and ongoing changes to which this work contributes; the recognition of sexual 
harassment, rape, and battering as claims for sexual discrimination; the redefinition of rape in terms of women's actual 
experience of sexual violation; and the reframing of the pornography debate around harm rather than morality. The 
perspectives in these essays have played an essential part in changing American law and remain fundamental to the 
project of building a sex-equal future. 

As an activist and legal scholar, MacKinnon has been a prominent force in feminism since the mid-1970s, when she 
pioneered the legal claim for sexual harassment. Her latest volume brings together 29 essays that show how the 
juridical legal system empowers men at the expense of women...MacKinnon offers thought-provoking commentary on 
a wide range of subjects, including the ERA, abortion, Brown v. Education, the history of sexual harassment law and 
the intersections of sexism with racial inequality and animal rights. (Publishers Weekly 2005-01-10)MacKinnon's first 
collection of essays since 1987, is absorbing and important... Perhaps more than anyone else, MacKinnon has changed 
the way we use the law in America today. The essays here on rape, abortion, prostitution and harassment law make 
clear how, and it's intellectually exciting stuff...Women's Lives, Men's Laws is a compelling vision of how our use of 
law shapes inequality and how we might rethink it. (Jennifer Michael Hecht New York Times Book 2005-05-
22)Catharine MacKinnon brings several decades worth of writing and speaking on the role of women in law together 
in this collection of essays. Women's Lives, Men's Laws is a fascinating look at MacKinnon's vision of what law could 
be if it supported, or God forbid, promoted the rights of women in the court system. In essays on myriad topics such as 
the equal rights amendment (ERA), color and gender, the evolution of sexual harassment laws, Brown vs. the Board of 
Education , and even animal rights, MacKinnon makes the same point over and over again--that the law fails women, 
and change is too slow and not enough... Women's Lives, Men's Laws shows how the law can give women power if 
they know how to use it to their advantage, and encourages women to improve the law by getting their experiences 
included in the making and interpreting of laws. (Wendy Anderson Bookslut 2005-04-01)The book contains much that 
is impressive, both intellectually and rhetorically, and it is instructive both about the history of MacKinnon's battles 
and about the issues. (Thomas Nagel Times Literary Supplement 2005-05-20)Histories of American law in the late 
twentieth century will discuss the contributions of only two or three people who made major contributions to the law 
as scholars, not judges. Richard Posner is one. Catharine MacKinnon is another. Women's Lives, Men's Laws, a 
collection of her essays, many published before but some in hard-to-locate journals, shows why...Historians will 
grapple with MacKinnon's role in constructing contemporary law. Today's readers will benefit enormously from 
grappling with her claims about what that law is and should be--even, or perhaps particularly, the claims that for the 
moment seem off-the-wall. (Mark Tushnet American Lawyer 2005-06-01)One mark of [MacKinnon's] status as 
someone taken very seriously in some very serious quarters is the fact that the current collection is simply that--not a 
book woven together from or built on older pieces, but a handy repository for some of MacKinnon's law journal 
articles, anthology contributions and speeches...Women's Lives, Men's Laws offers reminders of what she thinks 
sexual equality would look like and how she thinks the law might come to share in the creation of such equality 
despite having spread its protective arms around sexual inequality for so very long. (Elizabeth Spelman London of 
Books 2006-01-26)[Women's Lives, Men's Laws'] scope makes it an absorbing overview of MacKinnon's views on 
women's inequality...Her perspective obviously recognizes and builds on the insights of the legal realism and critical 
legal studies schools, but MacKinnon makes the extraordinarily bold move to develop positive theory and practice of 
sex equality under the law. In this I think that she joins only a handful of contemporary theorists whose work goes 
beyond critique and offers a genuinely new way of talking and thinking about significant problems...MacKinnon is 
extraordinary in her willingness to tackle big, provocative questions about the nature of law, the requirements of 
justice, and limitations of legal discourse...It is rare for a collection of this type to offer genuinely new intellectual 
insights but Women's Lives, Men's Laws does just that. It is a significant addition to legal scholarship abut equality 
and an important amplification of MacKinnon's vision for women's rights. (Rose Corrigan Law and Politics Book 
)Women's Lives, Men's Laws is a powerful collection of more than two decades of Catharine MacKinnon's feminist 



legal scholarship. Perhaps MacKinnon's greatest strength in this compilation--in which she discusses a range of issues, 
from equality theory to sexual harassment to pornography--is her methodology. She truly builds her "theory out of 
women's practice, comprised of the diversity of all women's experiences." Her steadfast connection to the women 
upon whom and for whose benefit her theory is based can be credited for the richness and persuasiveness of her 
arguments. (Jennifer Denbow Law, Culture and the Humanities) The writings in MacKinnon's Women's Lives, Men's 
Laws continue to be excellent - fresh, concise and incisive. She has new things to say that will continue to enrapture 
and enlighten a large readership (and perhaps enrage others, many of whom perhaps never actually read her work). 
(Frances Elisabeth Olsen, author of Feminist Legal Theory)About the AuthorCatharine A. MacKinnon is Elizabeth A. 
Long Professor of Law at the University of Michigan Law School. 


