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Comparative Overview of Textual Development and Advocacy (Amsterdam University Press - ISIM Papers series):

Muslim family lawand its principles regarding marriage, divorce, personal maintenance, paternity, and child custodyis
the one of the most widely applied family law systems in existence today. A number of states have recently codified
Muslim family law for the first time or have issued significant amendments or new laws, spurred in many cases by
interventions from womens rights groups and other advocacy organizations. Women and Muslim Family Lawsin Arab
States combines an examination of womens rights under Muslim family law in Arab states across the Middle East with
discussions of the public debates surrounding the issues that have been raised during these processes of codification
and amendment. Drawing on original legal texts and explanatory statements as well as extensive state-based secondary
literature, Welchman places these discussions in a contemporary global context that internationalizes the domestic and
regional particularities of Muslim family law. Accompanied by afull bibliography and an appendix providing

trand ated extracts of the laws under examination Women and Muslim Family Law considers laws from the Gulf
States to North Africain order to illustrate the legal, social, and palitical dynamics of the current debates.

'Since the last decades of the 20th century, the forces of political Islam,[-]globalization and new media have made
Muslim family law a new site of[-]passionate debate and contestation that transcends national and regional[-
]boundaries. Thistimely and much-needed book traces recent legidlative]-]developments in what the author defines as
the third phase of Muslim family[-]law reform - a phase that is still unfolding and is marked by divergent[-]forces and
poalitics.[-][-]Lynn Welchman gives us a penetrating analysis of the different approaches to[-]the codification of Sharia-
based rules and principles in number of Arab[-]states. Her rich and informative account is amust read for both
scholarg-]and activists working on women s rights and family law reform in the Muslim[-]world, and Welchman has
done them a great service."[-][-]Ziba Mir-Hosseini, Visiting Global Law Professor, New Y ork University - "Thisisa
superb and unique study of family law reformsin Arab states, a clear and highly instructive clarification of the
dynamic interaction of legal, political and social factors with practical initiatives that are shaping the theory and
practice of family law in the Middle East. Scholarship of this high quality isindispensable for guiding and inspiring
sustainabl e transformation of the social reality of Muslim women and their families."[-][-]Professor Abdullahi A. An-
Naim[-]Emory School of Law[-]Atlanta, GeorgiaAbout the AuthorLynn Welchman is senior lecturer in Islamic and
Middle Eastern Laws at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.



