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A legal scholar and sociologist, John Flood spent years observing alarge law firm from the inside-much like an
embedded journalist, but with the perspective of aresearcher on the theory and practice of legal organizations. What
he found and analyzed resulted in a study that has been cited by many scholars over the years as the ultimate account
of theinner workings of a corporate law firm, including its relations with clients, employees, and the broader
profession. Further, using four detailed case studies, he showed how the construction of legal information and
problems depended heavily on the role and specialization of the lawyer and the power of the client. ~ Now inits
Second Edition, with updated references and account of the radical shiftsin legal practice over the past few yearsin
the U.S. and U.K., Flood's pathbreaking book continues to be a fascinating resource for scholars of the legal
profession, as well as interested readers who want to see exposed the inner sanctum of private, big-money law
practice. This edition also adds a new, reflective introduction by Lynn Mather, the SUNY Distinguished Service
Professor at the University at Buffalo.

About the AuthorLynn Mather is professor of law and political science at the University at Buffalo Law School, State
University of New Y ork. Sheis coeditor of the Chicago Seriesin Law and Society and coauthor of several books,
including "Private Lawyers and the Public Interest.”



