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Stephen Fishman : Web Software Development: A Legal Guide with CDROM (Legal Guide to Web Software 
Development)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Web 
Software Development: A Legal Guide with CDROM (Legal Guide to Web Software Development): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well worth the money for the do-it-your-self-er, small business!By 
K. AalandAfter careful research, I choose this Nolo book when it came time to license my company's software. I guess 
it's silly after spending so much moola to develop software, to not go to an attorney, but I like to think I can figure out 
all this stuff on my own. I looked at a lot of user agreements online, I figured I could just put together something the 
big guns paid a lot of money for. If their agreements worked for them, they should work for me. But, I didn't want to 
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plagarize them, and, well, you never know what you don't know and you can't be too careful in business these days. 
What you don't know is what will bring you down. I have used many NOLO books as guides and trust them. They are 
always easy to skim and read. I also bought Quicken's Legal Business Pro 2007 software. The sum of the 2 is way less 
than attorney fees, and now I understand it myself as well. I am so happy I bought this book with a CD because it 
made me realize how important it is to also protect our work with copyrights, trademarks, agreements, etc. Most 
importantly, I found out who owns the software we paid to develop, and it's not us, surprisingly! So I have to get that 
signed off before I can license it to someone else. It's not in depth but I don't think it's meant to be, it's a GUIDE, 
people. Now I will buy NOLO's books to guide me through the process for legal protection. The employment 
consulting agreement chapters were not useful to me, but they may be to someone else. There are other books devoted 
to that and NOLO has them too. (check out their website and e-mail newsletters.)I feel I got more information than I 
expected and know what to do to take the next steps. Very important info for CA users, the laws are not the same as 
other states,(what's different?) and this book points the differences out. The format is such that one is able to cut and 
paste together the different parts and verbiage you need which will apply to your needs. Buy the book and get your 
bright yellow highlighter out!14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Best book on the subject.By A 
CustomerThis is simply the best book on the subject. It appears to have been recently updated from the older version, 
with much new info. The strenght of this book is it doesn't go into "legalese" - instead, the caveats of software 
development are explained in plain english. If you are entering into a legal software development contract, this book is 
a necessity and worth it's price many times over. Great for the small developer, not just the big shops!6 of 7 people 
found the following review helpful. This book is first rate.By A CustomerAnswered all of my questions and was 
surprisingly up to date. It would be nice if there were more material on open source legal issues, however.

Protect your rights, and your hard work! The laws covering website and software development are complex and 
confusing, but if you don't untangle them, it could cost you thousands of dollars in attorneys' fees and lawsuits. 
Fortunately, Web Software Development decodes this complex area of the law, thoroughly and in reader-friendly 
English.The book also provides contracts, agreements and legal forms on CD-ROM, with step-by-step instructions for 
filling them out, so you can protect your software and website without paying a lawyer's ransom. Use Web Software 
Development to learn: *what kind of legal protection you need *the strengths and limitations of each type of 
protection *how to avoid infringement *which provisions you need when drafting an agreement *how to obtain 
permission to use other people's materials You'll find complete, step-by-step instructions to draft: *employment 
agreements *contractor and consultant agreements *development agreements *license agreements The 4th edition 
offers a new section on one of the hottest topics in web and software development: open source, including licensing, 
liability for end users and the battle over Linux.

An amazing book! Answers nearly every legal question you can imagine and some you would have never thought 
of. -- John Dvorak, PC MagazineCovers every imaginable detail important to such a rapidly growing and intangible 
medium. -- EntrepreneurThis book passes my own personal test for legal guides --with higher marks than any other 
legal guide. -- Jeff Duntemann, Editor, PC Techniques MagazineAbout the AuthorStephen Fishman received his law 
degree from the University of Southern California in 1979. After stints in government and private practice, he became 
a full-time legal writer in 1983. He has helped write and edit over a dozen reference books for attorneys. He is the 
author of Software Development: A Legal Guide, Copyright Your Software, The Copyright Handbook, Consultant 
Independent Contractor Agreements, Wage Slave No More: Law Taxes for the Self-Employed, and Hiring 
Independent Contractors: The Employer's Legal Guide, all published by Nolo. 


