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Holly D. Doremus, A. Dan Tarlock : Water War in the Klamath Basin: Macho Law, Combat Biology, and Dirty 
Politics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Water War in 
the Klamath Basin: Macho Law, Combat Biology, and Dirty Politics: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. water war in the Klamath BasinBy P TroloveBalanced and readable 
account of environment v.s economic abstraction of water for irrigation, with historical and legal perspective.Useful 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1597263931


insight for New Zealand's current irrigation debate where laws protecting this country's water resosurces are being 
undermined by politicians.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerWas going to 
refund me since I bought the wrong book. Thank you.5 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A thorough 
examination of a heavily debated issueBy Midwest Book ReviewAll living things need water, and no one knows this 
more than farmers. "Water War in the Klamath Basin: Maco Law, Combat Biology, and Dirty Politics" is a look at the 
drought of 2001, and how the conservation-minded policy makers were set at odds with the farmers - who needed all 
the water they could get to keep their livelihood alive. A thorough examination of a heavily debated issue, "Water War 
in the Klamath Basin" is an essential pick for academic and community library environmental studies collections and 
supplemental reading lists.Diane C. DonovanCalifornia Bookwatch

In the drought summer of 2001, a simmering conflict between agricultural and environmental interests in southern 
Oregons Upper Klamath Basin turned into a guerrilla war of protests, vandalism, and apocalyptic rhetoric when the 
federal Bureau of Reclamation shut down the headgates of the Klamath Project to conserve water needed by 
endangered species. This was the first time in U.S. history that the headgates of a federal irrigation project were 
closedand irrigators denied the use of their state water rightsin favor of conservation. Farmers mounted a brief 
rebellion to keep the water flowing, but ultimately conceded defeat. In Water War in the Klamath Basin, legal scholars 
Holly Doremus and A. Dan Tarlock examine the genesis of the crisis and its fallout, offering a comprehensive review 
of the event, the history leading up to it, and the lessons it holds for anyone seeking to understand conflicts over water 
use in the arid West. The authors focus primarily on the legal institutions that contributed to the conflictwhat they call 
the accretion of unintegrated resource management and environmental laws that make environmental protection so 
challenging, especially in politically divided regions with a long-standing history of entitlement-based resource 
allocation. Water War in the Klamath Basin explores common elements fundamental to natural resource conflicts that 
must be overcome if conflicts are to be resolved. It is a fascinating look at a topic of importance for anyone concerned 
with the management, use, and conservation of increasingly limited natural resources.

"This book provides a superb, comprehensive overview of the technical issues and human tendencies that inflame 
water conficts. Elegant and clear, the book presents complex material accessibly." (Electronic Green Journal) 


