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From Palgrave Macmillan : War Crimes Trials in the Wake of Decolonization and Cold War in Asia, 1945-
1956: Justice in Time of Turmoil (World Histories of Crime, Culture and Violence)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised War Crimes Trials in the Wake of Decolonization 
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and Cold War in Asia, 1945-1956: Justice in Time of Turmoil (World Histories of Crime, Culture and Violence): 

This book investigates the political context and intentions behind the trialling of Japanese war criminals in the wake of 
World War Two. After the Second World War in Asia, the victorious Allies placed around 5,700 Japanese on trial for 
war crimes. Ostensibly crafted to bring perpetrators to justice, the trials intersected in complex ways with the great 
issues of the day. They were meant to finish off the business of World War Two and to consolidate United States 
hegemony over Japan in the Pacific, but they lost impetus as Japan morphed into an ally of the West in the Cold War. 
Embattled colonial powers used the trials to bolster their authority against nationalist revolutionaries, but they found 
the principles of international humanitarian law were sharply at odds with the inequalities embodied in colonialism. 
Within nationalist movements, local enmities often overshadowed the reckoning with Japan. And hovering over the 
trials was the critical question: just what was justice for the Japanese in a world where all sides had committed 
atrocities?

Fills a major gap in our knowledge about the complex post-War accountability processes in Asia and the Pacific after 
the end of the Second World War ... . Just as the Tokyo trial remains in the shadow of Nuremberg, the second tier 
trials in the Far East have never had the recognition they deserve. ... However, the vision underpinning this goes 
beyond neglected histories. The central issue probed by the contributors is the relationship between these trials and 
emergent nationalism leading to the crumbling of colonial empires. providing us an important, fascinating and still-
relevant window into the handling of the past in Asia and the Pacific. (Suzannah Linton, Zhejiang Gongshang 
University, China)From the Back CoverThis book investigates the political context and intentions behind the trialling 
of Japanese war criminals in the wake of World War Two. After the Second World War in Asia, the victorious Allies 
placed around 5,700 Japanese on trial for war crimes. Ostensibly crafted to bring perpetrators to justice, the trials 
intersected in complex ways with the great issues of the day. They were meant to finish off the business of World War 
Two and to consolidate United States hegemony over Japan in the Pacific, but they lost impetus as Japan morphed into 
an ally of the West in the Cold War. Embattled colonial powers used the trials to bolster their authority against 
nationalist revolutionaries, but they found the principles of international humanitarian law were sharply at odds with 
the inequalities embodied in colonialism. Within nationalist movements, local enmities often overshadowed the 
reckoning with Japan. And hovering over the trials was the critical question: just what was justice for the Japanese in a 
world where all sides had committed atrocities? 


