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Margaret Otlowski : Voluntary Euthanasia and the Common Law  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Voluntary Euthanasia and the Common Law: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Voluntary Euthanasia and the Common LawBy Raymond ParsonsI 
chose this book, which is a standard text for my LL.M. in Medical Law Ethics. I have yet to read it.
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Margaret Otlowski investigates the complex and controversial issue of active voluntary euthanasia. She critically 
examines the criminal law prohibition of medically administered active voluntary euthanasia in common law 
jurisdictions, and carefully looks at the situation as handled in practice. The evidence of patient demands for active 
euthanasia and the willingness of some doctors to respond to patients' requests is explored, and an argument for reform 
of the law is made with reference to the position in the Netherlands (where active voluntary euthanasia is now openly 
practiced).

`Otlowski's command and manipulation of her sources, from the common law to the moral plane, across the deserts of 
causation and intention, and through the swamps of public policy, are a delight to read ... Otlowski's clear and 
consistent argument is that non-legalized, active voluntary euthanasia does more harm than would its legalized cousin. 
Her style is elegant, yet thoughtful and judicious. This book is a remarkable achievement; an invaluable contribution 
to an old debate where too frequently fiction takes the place of fact, where fable does the work of narrative, and where 
demons and panics abound and the stylistically straightforward is surrendered to the sesquipedalian. Into such a 
fabulous world the refreshing breeze of measured argument and analysis is always a welcome visitor, whether you like 
the nature of their calling card or not.' Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law 22 (1) 2000About the AuthorDr 
Margaret Otlowski is Associate Professor in the Faculty of Commerce and Law, University of Tasmania. She has 
acted as a consultant for various government working parties on issues relating to the ethics of health care. She has 
filled the position of Chair for the Tasmania Ethics Committee (Human Experimentation) since 1993. 


