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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Two Guys From 
Barnum, Iowa And How They Helped Save Basketball : A History Of U.S. Patent 4,534,556 : Paul D. Estlund And 
Kenneth F. Estlund, ... D. Estlund And Kenneth F. Estlund, Inventors: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. clinical and uninteresting writingBy catmanWould have been a 
better read if it was written by the two guys who actually invented the product. I'm sure the attorney did his best but it 
is almost more like a technical diary than anything else.I would have liked to have learned more about what went on 
behind the scenes in developing the product and trying to license and sell it.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Fascinating True StoryBy Sid StanfordIt is very interesting to read about the invention that allowed the game 
of basketball to celebrate the slam dunk as it does. I would recommend this book to anyone who is a fan of the modern 
game.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A must read for any hoops fan!By Paul EstlundJust completed 
this interesting story of a truly unique invention created by just a couple of regular guys.The game would be far 
different without their vision and dedication.

This is the true story of the making and marketing of an invention by two American brothers who grew up on a farm in 
Iowa, about two miles from where the author grew up. They are credited by many with helping to save the great game 
of basketball in the last decades of the 20th century, by making an invention for a breakaway basketball goal and 
working to get it into widespread use. Francis B. Francois began his professional career in the U.S. Patent Office in 
1956 as a Patent Examiner after graduating from Iowa State University with a degree in engineering. Shortly after 
moving to Washington, D.C., Frank began attending night law school at The George Washington University. He was 
the inventors' patent attorney, and in this book he reveals the fascinating story of how his friends the Estlunds helped 
save basketball.


