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Robert Marshall : Tunnel Vision: Trial Error  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Tunnel Vision: Trial Error: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It's All OverBy Jon W. KirchanskiHe died in the Big House so it's 
all immaterial now. I liked the aliases for the kids; I always expected Mike , Steve, Ernie, Uncle Charlie and the rest of 
"My Three Sons" to arrive at any moment. So sad and unnecessary for everyone involved, (except for the attorneys 
who cleaned up), but there's nothing new there.11 of 15 people found the following review helpful. A liar, but not a 
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particularly good liar.By Gary KolbI read Tunnel Vision because I wanted to hear Robert O Marshall's side of the 
story. I concluded that only the most hard-core of the wrongly convicted junkies could believe his version of this saga. 
It is simply implausible, incredible and over the top.First of all, each page drips with Marshall's unabashed narcissism. 
He's the guy who's the best at everything. The best tennis player, the best blackjack player, the best skier. All the hot 
women want him. He writes this story like some kind of prisoners fantasy of the high life he once lived. But after 
reading the book, I came away with a new theory as to what happened here. I think Marshall steadfastly maintains his 
innocence because it was never his original intent to have his wife murdered. Many unhappily married men have a 
dark thought now and then about what life would be like if their wife were just gone and away with. A chance 
encounter with an out-of-towner, Robert Cumber, turned that dark thought into a sprouting seed. Marshall met Cumber 
at a party in May of 1984 ( a party he didn't even want to go to, but his wife insisted he attend. ) He writes that he and 
Cumber sat at the bar for four hours, ' got tight ', and confided in each other their marital problems. Cumber said he 
knew a former Sheriff's deputy back in Louisiana. For Marshall, the great risk assessor, who named his own boat 
Double Down, the wheels started turning. Who but a former law enforcement officer to be a hired hitman? Marshall 
proceeded to feel out the situation and decided that summer that it was worth the risk to hire somebody to kill his wife. 
He would be rich and rid of her and free to be with the new love of his life. There is a saying, Nobody talks, 
Everybody walks. Problem was, his hit man decided to talk to save himself when the police investigation found out 
about him. In the end, Marshall bet it all and he lost. The other irritating aspect of this book, was the weak substitute of 
people's real names. For instance, he refers to Mudman Simon as Mo Muddling. Come on, this was a death row 
inmate. What is he protecting? The guy's reputation? I gave the book two stars because it was fairly interesting, if 
obviously a false story Marshall has had decades to manufacture. And I don't think he is a dangerous criminal or a 
threat to others. In fact, as he was once the big dog in the Toms River social scene, he probably is the brightest guy at 
New Jersey State Prison. The murder of his wife was a one time desperation deal. He rolled the dice and he lost.16 of 
18 people found the following review helpful. still guiltyBy Hubert van TuyllAn interesting book because of its 
author; a convicted murderer. Marshall and his late sister did a good job with the writing, but fail to answer too many 
questions. Why Marshall spent thousands supposedly hiring private investigators from Louisiana to check on missing 
money in his Harrah's account, something which is central to the story, is never really cleared up. Nor does he address 
why even his two eldest sons concluded that he was guilty -- not by itself proof of guilt, but worth wondering about. 
As literature and as debate material, ultimately disappointing.

Tunnel Vision is written from death row by Robert Marshall, a New Jersey inmate whose case was chronicled in the 
book Blind Faith, and in the mini-series starring Robert Ulrich and Joanna Kerns. Back in 1989, Blind Faith was a 
bestseller but nobody heard from Robert Marshall; this book is his side of the story. Marshall contends that that 
account is highly inaccurate and so do many people who send him letters of support. Algora Publishing is not in a 
position to make a judgment on the judicial aspects of his case but is happy to be in a position to enable a man to 
deliver a message.Here is the inside story of a headline-making murder-for-hire case that has been at the heart of the 
debate over the death penalty and mandatory sentencing laws in New jersey for over 25 years.Convicted in New 
Jersey in 1986 in what came to be known as the Parkway Murder, Robert Marshall says he was subjected to a 
seriously flawed trial. In Tunnel Vision, he refutes the allegations made by Joe McGinnis, author of Blind Faith, and 
seeks to set the record straight. This is a story that raises serious questions about his case in particular and the death 
penalty in general. It makes one wonder about the justice system when one co-conspirator in a murder, who admits his 
guilt, can walk away virtually scot free, and another, who has denied guilt from the beginning, receives a death 
sentence. Readers will come to their own conclusions.According to New Jersey Policy Reports ("moneyfornothing"), 
"In April 2004, a federal court set aside Robert Marshall's 1986 death sentence and ordered a new penalty phase trial 
on grounds that enough questions were raised by the way Marshall's private attorney handled the penalty phase of his 
trial that the lower court should review it. Marshall has since been represented in his appeals process by public 
defenders. The decision to reverse Marshall's death sentence was upheld by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals on 
November 2, 2005." "In the stark language of the court," writes Seamus McGraw in JUSTICE DELAYED: THE 
ROBERT MARSHALL STORY (Crime Library), [Judge] Irenas declared that Marshall's lawyer had failed to meet 
the standards expected of 'competent counsel.'NJN (NJ public television) received the Philadelphia Press Association's 
Television Feature Award on June 25, 2004, for its documentary "Due Process: The Strange Case of Bobby Cumber", 
produced by Sandra King, which explores Bobby Cumber's conviction for his role in this case and the judge's 
statement that 'he would have applied a drastically shorter sentence were it not for the demands of the mandatory 
minimum sentence for conspiracy to murder.'

From Publishers WeeklyThis is a disturbing plea for relief, bolstered by reminiscences, court transcripts, 
correspondence and testimonials, penned by the man sentenced to death in New Jersey for arranging his wife's 1984 
murder the case explored by Joe McGinnis in Blind Faith. A successful insurance broker with three sons, Marshall and 
his wife, Maria, enjoyed frequenting Atlantic City casinos, where they won thousands of dollars. But in 1983, 



Marshall began a passionate affair with Beth (a pseudonym): "I gave her a bottle of Lady perfume as I played Kenny 
Rogers' song, "Lady," he writes. When Maria was murdered at a parkway rest stop, investigators focused on Marshall: 
his infidelity, Maria's big life insurance policy and the matter of a large sum of "salted away" blackjack winnings. 
They found that Marshall had paid a shady ex-deputy sheriff from Louisiana, whom Marshall calls McInerney, to find 
out if Maria was investigating his affair but was there more to their deal? The state's case nearly collapsed when 
Marshall's codefendant, McInerney's supposed triggerman, produced an airtight alibi (McInerney had turned state's 
evidence). In the end, though, only Marshall was convicted on the strength of McInerney's compromised testimony, 
while the triggerman was acquitted; his conviction was upheld on appeal. For his impending final appeals, Marshall's 
public defenders have prepared an impressive document demonstrating that "the entire trial was a travesty of justice." 
While Marshall may or may not be innocent, one concludes that flawed evidence and police misconduct so 
compromised his trial that the death penalty was inappropriate. This is a grim narrative of murder, misfortune and to 
hear Marshall tell it official thirst for retribution. Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.About the 
AuthorRobert Marshall notes that Joe McGinniss, the writer who caricatured him in Blind Faith, also wrote Fatal 
Vision -- a book that was successfully rebutted, in 1996, in Fatal Justice . Marshall still receives letters saying that 
outside observers feel there were too many loose ends on his case, that his true story has not yet been told, and that 
Blind Faith made no sense.Tunnel Vision is his response. It gives the readers a chance to know the real Robert 
Marshall. 


