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Professor Eileen McGurty : Transforming Environmentalism: Warren County, PCBs, And the Origins of
Environmental Justice before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Transforming Environmentalism: Warren County, PCBs, And the Origins of Environmental Justice:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It rocked my world view for the better. | highly recommend this


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813539668

bookBy Kelly greerThis book was incredibly informative. | had yet to learn very much about environmental
racism/white privilege. It rocked my world view for the better. | highly recommend this book.

Contemporary public policy circles are quick to acknowledge that environmental factors contribute to ill health and
pose a particular threat to poor and minority communities. But public officials rarely examined the distribution of
environmental hazards such as polluted air and contaminated water. In the 1980s, as toxic waste facilities proliferated,
the environmental justice movement demanded that impoverished communities no longer be burdened by excessive
environmental risks. In Transforming Environmentalism, Eileen McGurty explores a moment central to the emergence
of the environmental justice movement. In 1978, residents of predominantly African American Warren County, North
Carolina, were horrified to learn that the state planned to build alandfill in their county to hold forty thousand cubic
yards of soil that was contaminated with PCBs from illegal dumping. They responded to the state's plans with a four-
year resistance, ending in amonth of protests with over 500 arrests from civil disobedience and disruptive
actions.McGurty traces the evolving approaches that residents took to contest "environmental racism™ in their
community and shows how activism in Warren County spurred greater political debate and became a model for
communities across the nation. Transforming Environmentalism explores how the specific circumstances of the
Warren County events shaped the formation of the environmental justice movement and influenced contemporary
environmentalism.

WEell grounded in the literature on social movements, McGurty has written a jargon-free, nuanced, and sophisticated
analysisthat will interest students of social movements, civil rights, and environmental policy. Recommended. --
ChoiceAbout the AuthorEileen McGurty is a senior lecturer and associate chair of the graduate program in
environmental sciences at Johns Hopkins University.



