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Harold Winter : Trade-Offs: An Introduction to Economic Reasoning and Social Issues  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Trade-Offs: An Introduction to Economic 
Reasoning and Social Issues: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. "There are no solutions; there are only trade-offs"By Richard 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226902250


CrowderWinter offers a straightforward discussion of how economists think about social issues--attempting to rein in 
their personal preferences and emotions in order to get at the real mechanics of policy choices. Thoughtful and 
illuminating.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book needed for college class for this semester for 
daughterBy Christine FitzsimmonsBought this as the required book needed for my daughter as one of the books 
needed in her college class this semester. Arrived in great condition and before the book we had to rent from the 
university book store which was ordered the same day.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Short and 
sweet.By KThis no non-sense, straight to the point book demonstrates clearly that no solutions exist to any social 
situation. There are only trade-offs. I especially liked his argument that there may be too little smoking in the 
world.Winter clearly understands that pleasure, life, and many other things do indeed have a dollar value associated 
with them. Ignoring this exposes you to a variety of logical flaws, leading to false or misleading solutions.

When economists wrestle with issues such as unemployment, inflation, or budget deficits, they do so by incorporating 
an impersonal, detached mode of reasoning. But economists also analyze issues that, to others, do not typically fall 
within the realm of economic reasoning, such as organ transplants, cigarette addiction, smoking in public, and product 
safety. Trade-Offs is an introduction to the economic approach to analyzing these controversial public policy 
issues.Harold Winter provides readers with the analytical tools needed to identify and understand the trade-offs 
associated with these topics. By considering both the costs and benefits of potential policy solutions, Winter stresses 
that real-world policy decision making is best served by an explicit recognition of as many trade-offs as 
possible.Intellectually stimulating yet accessible and entertaining, Trade-Offs will be appreciated by students of 
economics, public policy, health administration, political science, and law, as well as by anyone who follows current 
social policy debates.

"Harold Winter's engaging volume is a great starting point for introducing students to the economic approach to policy 
issues. Where other disciplines see absolutes, economics sees trade-offs. And, as Winter shows, the guidance 
economics provides as to what these trade-offs are and what balance we should strike is often surprising. Trade-Offs 
illustrates the broad range of economic reasoning with a wealth of case studies that runs the gamut from auto safety to 
organ transplants. This book will get students excited about learning economics." - W. Kip Viscusi, Harvard Law 
School"From the Inside FlapWhen economists wrestle with issues such as unemployment, inflation, or budget deficits, 
they do so by incorporating an impersonal, detached mode of reasoning. But economists also analyze issues that, to 
others, do not typically fall within the realm of economic reasoning, such as organ transplants, cigarette addiction, 
smoking in public, and product safety. Trade-Offs is an introduction to the economic approach to analyzing these 
controversial public policy issues.Harold Winter provides readers with the analytical tools needed to identify and 
understand the trade-offs associated with these topics. By considering both the costs and benefits of potential policy 
solutions, Winter stresses that real-world policy decision-making is best served by an explicit recognition of as many 
trade-offs as possible.Intellectually stimulating yet accessible and entertaining, Trade-Offs will be appreciated by 
students of economics, public policy, health administration, political science, and law, as well as by anyone who 
follows current social policy debates. 


