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The topic of "too many lawyers" is both timely and timeless. The future make up and performance of the legal 
profession is in contest, challenged by new entrants, technology and the demand for transparency; at the same time, 
lawyers long have participated in contests over professional boundaries. In this book, we take up several fundamental 
questions about the question of whether there are "too many lawyers". What do we mean by "too many"? Is there a 
surplus of lawyers? What sort of lawyers are and will be needed? How best can we discern this? These questions and 
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more are addressed here in scholarly articles presented at the Onati International Institute for the Sociology of Law 
(Spain) by some of the best researchers in the field. The collection, witha chapter by Prof. Richard L. Abel, addresses 
methodological, normative and policy questions regarding the number of lawyers in particular countries and 
worldwide, while connecting this phenomenon to political, social, economic, historical, cultural and comparative 
contexts. This book was previously published as a special issue of the International Journal of the Legal Profession.
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