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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a bit of informationBy Ichabod Craigjust an interesting note.....
Thomas Merton died in Bangkok | believe some years ago...he was on his way to a conference on the similaritiesin
Buddhist and Catholic monasticism ..story isthat he knocked an electric fan into his tub full of water while taking a
bath...the voltage in Thailand is 220 !1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Translation and
FormatBy P. GormanL ove this book and especialy this format. Would like to see more, asthisone is currently out of
print and hard to find. Regardless, Merton retells these stories more credibly than other trandations I've read.2 of 2
people found the following review helpful. My favorite of the many out thereBy Gavin G. DillardMerton's translation
isinfinitely readable. My favorite of the many out there. Hisintro is brilliant as wellexcept for that one part about
comparing Changzi to the Apostle Paul (go figure!).

Working from existing trandlations, Thomas Merton composed a series of personal versions from his favorites among
the classic sayings of Chuang Tzu, the most spiritual of the Chinese philosophers. Chuang Tzu, who wrote in the
fourth and third centuries B.C., is the chief authentic historical spokesman for Taoism and its founder Lao Tzu (a
legendary character known largely through Chuang Tzu's writings). Indeed it was because of Chuang Tzu and the
other Taoist sages that Indian Buddhism was transformed, in China, into the unique vehicle we now call by its
Japanese name Zen. The Chinese sage abounds in wit, paradox, satire, and shattering insight into the true ground of
being. Father Merton, no stranger to Asian thought, brings a vivid, modern idiom to the timeless wisdom of Tao.
Illustrated with early Chinese drawings.

A most admirable introduction to hisless known but important source book of Taoism. - Alan Watts, New Y ork Times
Book About the AuthorThomas Merton (1915-1968) entered the Cistercian Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky,
following his conversion to Catholicism and was ordained Father M. Louis in 1949. During the 1960s, he was
increasingly drawn into a dialogue between Eastern and Western religions and domestic issues of war and racism. In
1968, the Dalai Lama praised Merton for having a more profound knowledge of Buddhism than any other Christian he
had known. Thomas Merton is the author of the beloved classic The Seven Storey Mountain.



