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Enforcement and Corrections): 

In the early 1990's, Congress passed the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). The act was intended to change 
attitudes toward domestic violence, foster awareness of domestic violence, improve services and provisions for 
victims, and revise the manner in which the criminal justice system responds to domestic violence. This text provides a 
brief legislative history of VAWA and an overview of the crimes addressed with a focus on legislation and funding 
issues.


