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Rudolph von Jhering : The Strugglefor Law before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Struggle for Law:

AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION. IN the spring of 1872, | delivered, before a society of juristsin
Vienna, alecture which | published in the summer of the same year, materially enlarged, under the title: "The Struggle


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1496002288

for Law." Initslatter form, it was intended not for lawyers only, but for the general reading public. The object | had in
view in writing and publishing the essay was, from the first, less a theoretical than a practico-ethical one. | was
concerned, in preparing it, not so much with the promotion of the scientific study of the law as with the cultivation of
the state of mind from which the law must ultimately derive its strength, viz.: the courageous and constant exercise of
the feeling of right. Two months after the appearance of the first edition, a second became necessary; during the
following year, athird, and the year afterwards a fourth. When issuing the last, my publisher proposed that | should
prepare a cheap popular edition, at a much lower price, in order to give it aswide a circulation as possible. Thisend
could be attained only by giving the work a much plainer dress and by making the edition unusually large. As even the
previous editions had exceeded the ordinary size, and as the foreign market for the work grew smaller and smaller, by
reason of the numerous translations made of it, | did not venture to believe that a fifth edition would become
necessary. But the fact that afifth edition is called for, is proof to me that this little book owed its success, on itsfirst
appearance, not to the charm of novelty, but to the conviction of avery large circle of people, that the fundamental
view here advocated is correct; and in thisbelief | am strengthened by the many translations of it which have been
made.
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