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Bill Hayton : The South China Sea: The Struggle for Power in Asia before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The South China Sea: The Struggle for Power in Asia:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Bringing ZomiaInto the DebateBy Trey MenefeeThere's really two
books here. Thefirst is a synthesis of our best understanding of the people, culture and states of the South China Sea.
Hayton tellsthe 'Zomian' version very well, giving voice to historically voiceless groups like the Tanka. Hayton is
doing here what James Scott did for Southeast Asian hill tribesin The Art of Not Being Governed. The second part is


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300186835

more modern history that bleedsinto legal analysis. It is highly critical of Chinese claims, though not unfairly so. He
brings to attention what | think is a central problem of the current regime: far too many policies that should require
careful diplomatic and political calculation are instead caught up in satisfying the needs arelatively modern and highly
problematic vision of Chinese nationalism.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Well-researched,
thoughtful, thoroughBy GregBill Hayton's newest book --- as did his previous one on Vietnamese politics --- brings
hisjournalist's eye for telling details with a analyst's broader perspective. This book is avery helpful contribution to a
deeper public understanding of what's going on in a dangerous part of the world. ---Greg Rushford (editor, The
Rushford Report).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good read with some repetitionBy Sam the
sheepdogThis was a very good enlightening read but there was some repetition from the overview at the front to the
later chapters. Could probably have been slimmed down abit.

A discerning account of simmering conflict in the South China Sea and why the world cant afford to be indifferent
Chinas rise has upset the global balance of power, and the first place to feel the strain is Beijings back yard: the South
China Sea. For decades tensions have smoldered in the region, but today the threat of a direct confrontation among
superpowers grows ever more likely. Thisimportant book is the first to make clear sense of the South Sea disputes.
Bill Hayton, ajournalist with extensive experience in the region, examines the high stakes involved for rival nations
that include Vietnam, India, Taiwan, the Philippines, and China, aswell as the United States, Russia, and others.
Hayton also lays out the daunting obstacles that stand in the way of peaceful resolution. Through lively stories of
individuals who have shaped current conflictsbusinessmen, scientists, shippers, archaeologists, soldiers, diplomats,
and moreHayton makes understandable the complex history and contemporary reality of the South China Sea. He
underscoresits crucial importance as the passageway for half the worlds merchant shipping and one-third of its oil and
gas. Whoever controls these waters control s the access between Europe, the Middle East, South Asia, and the Pacific.
The author critiques various claims and positions (that China has historic claim to the Sea, for example), overturns
conventional wisdoms (such as Americas overblown fears of Chinas nationalism and military resurgence), and
outlines what the future may hold for this clamorous region of international rivalry.

"Bill Haytons splendid book lucidly coversthese disputesin all their complexity from virtually every angle -
historical, legal, political, economic and strategic. A journalist with the BBC and author of a previous book on
Vietnam, hetells agood yarn, even when the topic is as dry as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS). Indeed, he may be the first person ever to have written an exciting account of a meeting of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN)."The Economist



