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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. For practitioners and policy makers....By Phillip Taylor MBEFOR
PRACTITIONERS AND POLICY MAKERS: OBJECTIVE VIEWS ON DISPUTE MANAGEMENT IN THE
SOUTH CHINA SEAAnN appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersAs
the latest title in Edward Elgars NUS Centre for International Law series, thisis an important book for both
international and maritime lawyers, especially those whose work or interests involve events or concernsin the Asia-
Pacific region; specifically the South China Sea. The book certainly sheds considerable light, not to mention
enlightenment, on the underlying sources of tension and potential conflict in that region; namely ongoing and
intractable territorial disputes over anumber of islands claimed, variously by, for example, Brunei Darussalam, China,
Taiwan, the Philippines and Vietnam.Can these disputes ever be resolved? Apparently -- according to prevailing
opinion among scholars and officials no!Instead, the solution, practical and pragmatic, rather than permanent, centres
not so much on resolving such disputes, but of managing potential conflicts with aview to in the words of the editors
setting aside disputes and pursuing joint development and other cooperative arrangements.What is particularly
noteworthy about this book isthe high level of expertise and informed experience that the three editors and their team
of contributors have brought to its publication.As Professor and Chairman of the International Advisory Panel of the
Centre for International Law, S Jayakumarslong list of credentials includes service as Singapores former Deputy
Prime Minster, Senior Minster, and other prominent ministerial roles. Tommy Koh is Professor and Chairman of the
Governing Board of the Centre for International Law and Robert Beckman is an Associate Professor and Director of
the Centre for International Law at the National University of Singapore. All have had extensive experiencein
consultancy and negotiation on South China Seaissues.Their overall objective and that of the other expert contributors
isto present a detailed, unbiased analysis and comprehensive overview of the legal issues pertaining to the disputes
over maritime claims, focusing on the links and overlaps between them. The individual chapters are based on papers
originally presented at a roundtable conference on the South China Sea conducted in Singapore in June 2013.Scholarly
and thorough, yet eminently readable, this book offers up important lessons and possibly paradigms for the
management of cross-border, or international disputes on territory, access to resources and other challenges to long-
established maritime legal principles, notably freedom of navigation.Policy makers and government officials, as well
as practitioners and academics with concerns about this potentially volatile region should definitely read the insightful
and up-to-date material presented conveniently in this book.The publication dateis cited as at 2014.

South China Sea Disputes and Law of the Sea exploresin great detail the application of specific provisions of
UNCLOS and how the framework of international law applies to the South China Sea. Offering a comprehensive
analysis of the individual topics and their application to the South China Sea region, each chapter of the book provides
a substantive and rigorous investigation into the history, development and application of the relevant legal principles.
It iswritten within the global context so that lessons learned from this exercise will have global implications.
Contributors include former judges from ITLOS, legal advisorsto States who participated in the negotiation and
drafting of UNCLOS, as well as outstanding scholars of both law and geography, many of whom have acted as
counsel or expertsin cases before international court and tribunals.This important book provides neutral and objective
analysis of law of the seaissues of relevance to the South China Sea and will therefore prove a valuable resource to
Government officials and policy-makers from the ASEAN countries, Australia, China, Japan, Korea and the United
States. It will also be of special interest to political analysts with an ongoing interest in the legal issues pertaining to
the South China Searegion in light of concerns regarding conflict, challenges to freedom of navigation and access to
resources.Contributors: D. Anderson, Y. van Logchem, T.L. McDorman, A.O. Elferink, B. Oxman, C. Schofield, C.R.
Symmons, T. Treves

“Scholarly and thorough, yet eminently readable, this book offers up important lessons and possibly paradigms for the
management of cross-border, or international disputes on territory, access to resources and other challenges to long-
established maritime legal principles, notably freedom of navigation. . . Policy makers and government officials, as
well as practitioners and academics with concerns about this potentially volatile region should definitely read the
insightful and up-to-date material presented conveniently in this book."' -- Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor,
The Barrister MagazineAbout the AuthorEdited by S. Jayakumar, Chairman, International Advisory Panel, Centre for
International Law, Tommy Koh, Chairman, Governing Board, Centre for International Law and Robert Beckman,
Director, Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore



