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Authoritative ACLU Guide to the Rights of People Living with HIV Disease and Aids (ACLU Handbook): 

First and foremost, HIV disease presents a profound medical problem affecting a persons health and longevity. Yet 
health and health care cannot be viewed outside of the social context. We cannot, William B. Rubenstein, Ruth 
Eisenberg, and Lawrence O. Gostin insist, lose sight of the fact that the questions involved in living with HIV disease 
are often human rights issues that are negotiated through the legal system. Can a hospital refuse to treat me because Im 
infected? Can my insurance company terminate my coverage? Will the government deport me? Who has a right to 
know of my health status?The health policies, practices, and programs generated by the HIV epidemic also give rise to 
legal questions: Can doctors be forcibly tested and removed from practice if they are infected with HIV? Can hospital 
patients be required to have HIV tests? What are the responsibilities of a pregnant woman with HIV infection? Do 
school children have a right to information about HIV disease?In fact, legal questions affecting HIV-positive people 
have grown tremendously complex, cutting across multiple areas of life as well as of law. Using the question-and-
answer format common to all ACLU handbooks, this book makes clear how to take advantage of the laws designed to 
secure the rights of people who are HIV positive.The authors have divided the book into four sections. The first five 
chapters provide background information about HIV disease and about the public health response to the epidemic. The 
second five chapters deal with day-to-day issues: health care decisions, private and public insurance, available public 
benefits, planning in consideration of future incapacity and death, and issues of HIV within families. The third section 
considers discrimination against people with HIV in accessing health care, in places of public accommodation, in the 
workplace, and in the housing market. The book concludes with a look at HIV in schools and prisons and among 
immigrants and drug users. 

From Library JournalIndividuals living with HIV experience not only its devastating assault on the body but adverse 
effects on their employment, finances, relationships, insurance, and housing. Two new books look at the impact of 
AIDS on all areas of life, with particular attention to legal problems and the rights of those with positive status. Part of 
a series of ACLU handbooks, The Rights of People Who Are HIV Positive tackles the subject in four parts: the disease 
itself and the related testing, public health, and confidentiality issues; day-to-day issues involving insurance, family 
law, and healthcare decision-making; discrimination in housing and work; and AIDS in prisons, schools, as a factor in 
immigration, and among IV drug users. The topics are broached using a question-and-answer format, and each chapter 
is documented with citations to source material. The authors do not shrink from complicated or difficult subjects and 
generally do a fine job of explaining and humanizing the material. Appendixes refer readers to ACLU offices and 
other agencies offering legal aid to individuals with the disease. HIV Law takes an anecdotal and conversational tone 
as it works its way through chapters on holding title, guardianship, powers of attorney, creating a living will, social 
security, discrimination, and viatication of life-insurance policies. There is solid advice here and important coverage of 
the effects of the new Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 as well as in-depth discussion of 
COBRA benefits. The appendixes list AIDS hotlines, Internet sites, agencies, and action groups. HIV Law 
thoughtfully addresses issues of basic concern to HIV-positive people, while the ACLU book will appeal to anyone 
conducting research on the legal aspects of living with AIDS. Both books are recommended.?Joan Pedzich, Harris, 
Beach Wilcox, Rochester, N.Y.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. "As the chapters in this book suggest, 
AIDS law encompasses public health law, tort law, criminal law, health care law, insurance law, benefits law, family 
law, civil rights law, disability law, employment law, housing law, education law, prison law, immigration law, and 
many more legal specialties. It would be unreasonable to expect any one person to master all of these fields of law. In 
constructing this book, then, we have attempted to find the most frequently asked questions within these legal 
subfields about the rights of people with HIV disease and to provide answers in a straightforward manner."from the 
Introduction 


