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The right to clean water has been adopted by the United Nations as a basic human right. Yet how such universal calls 
for a right to water are understood, negotiated, experienced and struggled over remain key challenges. The Right to 
Water elucidates how universal calls for rights articulate with local historical geographical contexts, governance, 
politics and social struggles, thereby highlighting the challenges and the possibilities that exist. Bringing together a 
unique range of academics, policy-makers and activists, the book analyzes how struggles for the right to water have 
attempted to translate moral arguments over access to safe water into workable claims. This book is an intervention at 
a crucial moment into the shape and future direction of struggles for the right to water in a range of political, 
geographic and socio-economics contexts, seeking to be pro-active in defining what this struggle could mean and how 
it might be taken forward in a far broader transformative politics. The Right to Water engages with a range of 
approaches that focus on philosophical, legal and governance perspectives before seeking to apply these more abstract 
arguments to an array of concrete struggles and case studies. In so doing, the book builds on empirical examples from 
Africa, Asia, Oceania, Latin America, the Middle East, North America and the European Union. 

"The Right to Water: Politics, Governance and Social Struggles is a brilliant collection of essays from the best 
thinkers, academics and activists in the field, and is required reading for all those wanting this mighty effort to 
succeed." - Maude Barlow, Chairperson of the Council of Canadians, former Senior Advisor on Water to the 63rd 
President of the UN General Assembly, and recipient of the 2005 Right Livelihood Award. "The right to safe and 
sufficient drinking water for all is one of the main issues and struggles of our time. Unequal power relations at local, 
national and transnational scales, combined with policies and intervention practices that are often highly adverse for 
the vulnerable, make that those with water abundance tend to squander leaving the others to face ever greater injustice. 
This books diverse chapters provide an empirically rich and intellectually elaborate insight in the world of water, 
power, governance, and social mobilization" - Rutgerd Boelens, Coordinator Justicia Hdrica/Water Justice alliance; 
Associate Professor Wageningen University, The Netherlands; Visiting Professor Catholic University Peru. "This 
edited collection by Sultana and Loftus comes at the right time, when the global financial collapse threatens to worsen 
the conditions of water injustice affecting millions in the planet. The book is an excellent contribution to international 
debates about the conceptual and practical intricacies of "the human right to water". It should be read by scholars, 
students, practitioners and all those concerned with the eradication of structural water inequality and injustice" - Jos 
Esteban Castro, Professor of Sociology, School of Geography, Politics and Sociology, Newcastle University "The 
right to water for all has been invoked many times over the past decade or so. Yet, very little has been achieved to 
achieve a more equitable access to water despite resounding declarations of assorted national and international public 
and private organizations. This book is a long overdue engagement with the enduring relevance of the right to water 
and why it is denied to so many people in the world. The contributors consider the centrality of social and political 
struggle in claiming this right to water. For those who have enough of empty slogans, impotent declarations and 
superficial analysis, this book opens up new theoretical perspectives and politically empowering insights that chart 
pathways for achieving real change." - Erik Swyngedouw, University of ManchesterAbout the AuthorFarhana Sultana 
is Assistant Professor of Geography at the Maxwell School of Syracuse University, USA. Her research interests and 
publications are in water governance, political ecology, gender and development. Combining insights and experiences 
in and outside academia, she engages in critical interdisciplinary research on water in the global South. Alex Loftus is 
Lecturer in Geography at Royal Holloway, University of London, UK. His research focuses on the political ecology of 
water and the political possibilities within urban ecologies. He is the author of Everyday Environmentalism: Creating 
an Urban Political Ecology (University of Minnesota Press). 


