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The Right to Life and the Value of Life: Orientations in Law, Politics and Ethics (Law, Justice and Power): 

This groundbreaking book is the first collection to investigate the law, political science and ethical perspectives 
collectively in relation to the right and value of life. Its contributions from international roster of scholars are 
organized around five themes: a theoretical positioning of life and death; War, armed conflict and detention; Death as 
punishment; Medical parameters for ending life; and medical policies for the preservation of life. In studying this issue 
in its contemporary contexts of "right" and "value," the volume fills the current scholarly lacuna in the general subject 
of the orientations of life. It presents a much-needed examination of key issues in a broad practical and theoretical 
context, and holds broad appeal for scholars, researchers, and students occupied with issues of war, armed conflict, the 
death penalty, and various contemporary medico-legal scenarios.

'The Right to Life and the Value of Life: Orientations in Law, Politics and Ethics is a cohesive and engaging set of 
essays that addresses many of the difficult issues that arise in conversations about human life and human death. 
Bringing together legal questions about the right to life, ethical or economic questions about the value of life, and 
aesthetic or philosophical questions about the good life or prosperous life, the contributors make clear that a reliable 
discussion of human life in the contemporary world demands a nuanced, multidisciplinary approach. This collection 
represents precisely such an approach - weaving together analyses of such seemingly disparate topics as war, 
detention, capital punishment, suicide, euthanasia, reproductive technologies, and the biosciences, while drawing on 
methodologies from political theory, literature, history, public policy, law, and sociology. In the process, The Right to 
Life and the Value of Life moves beyond existing frameworks of analysis to open up exciting and sometimes 
unexpected new spaces for inquiry and dialogue.' Ruth A. Miller, University of Massachusetts Boston, USA 'The 
Right to Life and the Value of Life: Orientations in Law, Politics and Ethics is a valiant effort bringing the questions 
of life and death under academic scrutiny. Traditionally, studies referring to the right to life and the value of life have 
been analyzed from isolated standpoints. This work weaves together science, political awareness and life, and its 
meritorious and ample endeavor may well entice and enlighten those questions mankind has asked itself repeatedly 
since the dawn of times.' Antonio Munoz Aunion, Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, SpainAbout the AuthorJon 
Yorke, Reader in Law, BCU School of Law, Birmingham City University, UK 


