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The concept of 'the highest attainable standard of health of the child,' as laid down in Article 24 of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, remains unclear. This book clarifies the international normative framework on the right to 
health of the child. It does so by looking at the international children's rights framework, international health, and 
human rights law, and by taking a particular look at relevant legislation in the European region, covering both EU 
legislation and human rights law of the Council of Europe, including the Guidelines on Child-Friendly Healthcare. 
Also, the interpretation of the right to health by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is analyzed for 35 
countries at different levels of development. On the basis of these sources, priorities are identified that should be 
realized to achieve the highest attainable standard of health of the child. The book addresses the question of how the 
implementation process influences the interpretation of the highest attainable standard of health of the child. This 
results in a definition of the highest attainable standard of health of the child that takes into account the varying 
capabilities of individual children, and which considers children as active rights-holders, notwithstanding their age or 
level of development. [Subject: International Law, European Law, Human Rights Law, Children's Law, Healthcare 
Law]
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