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James G. Dwyer : The Relationship Rights of Children  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Relationship Rights of Children: 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Who is looking out for the child?By ChuckJames Dwyer is perhaps 
the foremost scholar on children's rights in the United States. This book only adds to his accomplishments. The current 
legal system does more to protect parents who abuse and neglect their children than it does to protect the children. We 
force children to be in relationships that are to their detriment that they would never choose for themselves.Dwyer's 
ideas may seem radical, but his methodical arguments leave little doubt at their conclusion. To his credit he addresses 
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counterarguments to his position that are substantive, rather than merely strawmen. In the process he gives one of the 
best overviews of the topic individual autonomy that I have seen.For anyone who works to protect children, this book 
is required reading. When it comes to doing what is best children, our society talks a good game but does little service. 
The system is fundamentally flawed: this book shows the flaws and how to fix them.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Problems with kindle editionBy shelflifeSerious problems with kindle edition. Wrong title, skips from 
table of contents to middle of book. Had to return, which is a shame because I am eager to read this book. But I'll give 
the content 5 stars without even reading it because I think the topic is so important!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Wrong book cover picture and wrong authorBy Publius5 Stars for Leo Strauss and Emmanuel Levinas, 
but not for The Relationship Rights of Children. Please fix this display error!!!

This book presents a sustained theoretical analysis of what rights children should possess in connection with state 
decision making about their personal relationships which the state does in numerous aspects of family law, including 
paternity, adoption, custody and visitation, termination of parental rights, and grandparent visitation. It examines the 
nature and normative foundation of adults' rights in connection with relationships among themselves and then assesses 
the extent to which the moral principles underlying adults' rights apply also to children. It concludes that the law 
should ascribe to children rights equivalent (though not identical) to those which adults enjoy, and this would require 
substantial changes in the way the legal system treats children, including a reformation of the rules for establishing 
legal parent-child relationships at birth and of the rules for deciding whether to end a parent-child relationship.
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