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From Oxford University Press: The Nature of Moral Responsibility: New Essays before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Nature of Moral Responsibility: New Essays:

What isit to be morally responsible for something? Recent philosophical work reveals considerable disagreement on
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the question. Indeed, some theorists claim to distinguish several varieties of moral responsibility, with different
conditions that must be satisfied if one isto bear responsibility of one or another of these kinds.Debate on this point
turns partly on disagreement about the kinds of responses made appropriate when one is blameworthy or praiseworthy.
It isgenerally agreed that these include "reactive attitudes" such as resentment and gratitude, but theorists disagree
about the nature of these attitudes. They dispute the connections between moral responsibility, desert, and the
justification of punishment aswell. Many theorists take it that, whatever the appropriate responses are, they are
responses to an agent's "quality of will," but thereis no consensus on what this comes to. Are the agent's beliefs about
the moral status of her behavior what matter, or isit what she cares about, or what she judges important?This volume
presents twelve original essays from participants in these debates. The contributors include prominent established
figures aswell asinfluential younger philosophers. A substantive introduction by the editors surveys recent debates
and situates the contributions within it.

"There are new voices here, and the old voices find new and interesting things to say...Thereisalot to say on the
subject. | hasten to add that much of what is said in this volume is very insightful...I mentioned that this volume would
be beneficial for both specialists and those familiarizing themselves with the current state of the debate. One reason for
thisisthat severa of the chapters expand on recent monographs. These chapters are profitable whether or not oneis
already familiar with the previous works." -- Notre Dame Philosophical s Online About the AuthorRandolph Clarkeis
Professor of Philosophy at Florida State University. He is the author of Libertarian Accounts of Free Will (Oxford
University Press, 2003), Omissions: Agency, Metaphysics, and Responsibility (Oxford University Press, 2014) and
numerous articles on agency, free will, and moral responsibility.Michael McKennais Professor and Keith Lehrer
Chair in the Department of Philosophy and Center for the Philosophy of Freedom at the University of Arizona. Heis
the author of Conversation and Responsibility (Oxford University Press, 2012) and numerous articles on free will and
moral responsibility. Angela Smith is Roger Mudd Professor of Ethics and Director of the Roger Mudd Center for
Ethics at Washington and Lee University. She is the author of numerous articles on moral responsibility, moral
agency, and moral psychology.



