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The 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea, the overarching governance framework for the world's oceans, has been 
signed and ratified by 156 countries and the European Community, but not by the United States. Washington treats 
most of the convention and the 1994 agreement on its implementation as customary international law, but it remains 
among only a handful of countries, including Libya and North Korea, that have yet to formally accede to the 
convention. The balance of power is now shifting in Washington, making prospects for U.S. Senate consent to the 
convention in 2009 more likely than ever. Written by a leading expert on ocean governance, this report offers a fresh 
appraisal of the convention's merits and pitfalls in light of the current geopolitical seascape and examines whether it is 
in U.S. strategic interests to now officially join the convention.
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