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Richard J. Lazarus : The Making of Environmental Law  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Making of Environmental Law: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent overview of the history of the development of federal 
environmental law...By Paul KugelmanThe author does an excellent job of explaining the policy behind the 
development of federal environmental law from its inception to 2004. It speaks to the influence of the executive, 
legislative and judicial branches along the way. With an understanding of the development of this body of law along 
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with the policies and challenges of arriving at its 2004 state, the reader is in a better position to appreciate the current 
challenges and developments in this far reaching area of law.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Precise 
and UsefulBy Beverly A. RamseyThis is a good solid reference for the layman. It presents a bit of the sausage-making 
of regulations. This volume makes the limitations of regualtion based on media (air, water) as opposed to ecosystem 
structure and function obvious.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great ReadBy James RalphQuick 
read, packed with information. Highly recommend it for people interested in environmental law, and what to expect in 
the future of this field.

The unprecedented expansion in environmental regulation over the past thirty yearsat all levels of governmentsignifies 
a transformation of our nation's laws that is both palpable and encouraging. Environmental laws now affect almost 
everything we do, from the cars we drive and the places we live to the air we breathe and the water we drink. But 
while enormous strides have been made since the 1970s, gaps in the coverage, implementation, and enforcement of the 
existing laws still leave much work to be done.In The Making of Environmental Law, Richard J. Lazarus offers a new 
interpretation of the past three decades of this area of the law, examining the legal, political, cultural, and scientific 
factors that have shapedand sometimes hinderedthe creation of pollution controls and natural resource management 
laws. He argues that in the future, environmental law must forge a more nuanced understanding of the uncertainties 
and trade-offs, as well as the better-organized political opposition that currently dominates the federal government. 
Lazarus is especially well equipped to tell this story, given his active involvement in many of the most significant 
moments in the history of environmental law as a litigator for the Justice Department's Environment and Natural 
Resources Division, an assistant to the Solicitor General, and a member of advisory boards of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the World Wildlife Fund, and the Environmental Defense Fund.Ranging widely in his analysis, 
Lazarus not only explains why modern environmental law emerged when it did and how it has evolved, but also points 
to the ambiguities in our current situation. As the field of environmental law "grays" with middle age, Lazarus's 
discussions of its history, the lessons learned from past legal reforms, and the challenges facing future lawmakers are 
both timely and invigorating.
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