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Elizabeth Mertz : The Language of Law School: Learning to "Think Like a Lawyer"  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Language of Law School: Learning to 
"Think Like a Lawyer": 

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Michael E JonesThis is an excellent book explaining 
how the Socratic method works in law school.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good bookBy Yi 
ZhangIt is the great book for language socialization. It is also the recquired textbook for applid linguistics in language 
socialization.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=019518310X


In this linguistic study of law school education, Mertz shows how law professors employ the Socratic method between 
teacher and student, forcing the student to shift away from moral and emotional terms in thinking about conflict, 
toward frameworks of legal authority instead.

"Mertz has produced nothing short of a masterpiece in the linguistic anthropology of law and society, one of those rare 
interdisciplinary efforts that comes along every decade or so. Just as important, the depth of the analysis is matched 
only by the eloquence of her prose. Her clear writing, coupled with liberal use of data excerpts through out the 
chapters and the fact that the book is available in an affordable paperback edition, makes The Language of Law School 
an attractive text for a number of courses in linguistic anthropology, discourse studies, legal discourse, law and 
society, and legal socialization at graduate, undergraduate, and professional levels." --American AnthropologistAbout 
the AuthorElizabeth Mertz is Senior Researcher, American Bar Foundation and Professor of Law, Wisconsin Law 
School. 


