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Donald R. Rothwell, Tim Stephens : The International Law of the Sea: Second Edition  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The International Law of the Sea: Second 
Edition: 

The law of the sea provides for the regulation, management, and governance of the ocean spaces that cover over two 
thirds of the Earth's surface. This book provides a fresh explanation of the foundational principles of the law of the 
sea; a critical overview of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; and an analysis of subsequent 
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developments including the many bilateral, regional, and global agreements that supplement the Convention. The 
second edition of this acclaimed textbook takes as its focus the rules and institutions established by the Convention on 
the Law of the Sea while situating the achievements of the Convention in both historical and contemporary context. 
All of the main areas of the law of the sea are addressed, including: the foundations and sources of the law * the nature 
and extent of the maritime zones * the delimitation of overlapping maritime boundaries * the place of archipelagic and 
other special states in the law of the sea * navigational rights and freedoms * military activities at sea * marine 
resource and conservation issues, including fisheries, marine environmental protection, and dispute settlement. As the 
Convention is now over a quarter of a century old, the book takes stock of contemporary oceans issues that are not 
adequately addressed by the Convention. Overarching challenges facing the law of the sea are considered, including 
how new maritime security initiatives can be reconciled with traditional navigational rights and freedoms; how 
declines in the health of marine ecosystems can be halted through strengthened legal regimes; and how the law of the 
sea can regulate ocean space in the Polar regions as global warming opens up new possibilities for resource 
exploitation. [Subject: International Law, Maritime Law, Environmental Law, Public Law]

The tables of treaties and cases, the comprehensive index, and the detailed contents pages are impressive. This second 
edition is scholarly yet accessible and very readable; thoroughly recommended. -- Cahal Fairfield * Law Institute 
Journal *About the AuthorDonald R Rothwell is Professor of International Law at the Australian National University, 
Canberra. Tim Stephens is Professor of International Law and Australian Research Council Future Fellow at the 
University of Sydney. 


