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R. G. Collingwood : The Idea of History: with Lectures 1926-1928  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Idea of History: with Lectures 1926-1928: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. five stars!By Angie LundR. G. Collingwood's The Idea of History 
would be more correctly classified as a work of philosophy than a work of history, as the primary goal of the work is 
to present Collingwood's philosophical conception of the nature of history. In terms of methodology, Collingwood's 
book can be divided into two main sections.Parts I-IV are more historical as Collingwood traces the development of 
the practice of history. It begins with its Greco-Roman roots, examines the influence of Christianity, and moves on 
toward the development of modern scientific history, and finally finishes by examining the concept of history up to the 
then-present day. Throughout this first portion Collingwood does not directly present his philosophy, leaving it to the 
reader to infer it from his critiques of other historians. Part V is where Collingwood finally lays out his entire 
philosophy of history, fully elaborating what he only partially revealed in parts I-IV.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Summary of Historical ThoughtBy Kay SmithCollingwood attempts a massive diagnosis of the 
philosophy of history and the history of historical methodology. The best part of the book is when he talks about 
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Greek and Roman historians.Since Collingwood died without finishing the book it would be unfair to put the problems 
in the later part of the book at his door.The books, though flawed, leaves the reader with an appreciation of what goes 
into the creation of history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Useful Perspective in Everyday Life 
and Discernment !By white cloud blue skyThe history of the Historical Methodology is probably the single most 
important thing I learned in graduate school. I wish I had taken this course when I was a freshman at 18 years old. In 
fact, I never had a course on this topic, but through READING books like Collingwood, I have supplemented the 
educational deficits inherent in higher ed.

The Idea of History is the best-known book of the great Oxford philosopher, historian, and archaeologist R.G. 
Collingwood. It was originally published posthumously in 1946, having been mainly reconstructed from 
Collingwood's manuscripts, many of which are now lost. For this revised edition, Collingwood's most important 
lectures on the philosophy of history are published here for the first time. These texts have been prepared by Jan van 
der Dussen from manuscripts that have only recently become available. The lectures contain Collingwood's first 
comprehensive statement of his philosophy of history; they are therefore essential for a full understanding of his 
thought, and in particular for a correct interpretation of The Idea of History itself. Van der Dussen contributes a 
substantial introduction in which he explains the background to this new edition and surveys the scholarship of the last 
fifty years.

"Thanks for keeping a paperbound edition of this classic in print."--David Hodges, Grambling State UniversityAbout 
the AuthorThe late R.G. Collingwood was Waynflete Professor of Metaphysical Philosophy at Oxford University.Jan 
van der Dussen is Professor of History and Philosophy at the Open University of the Netherlands. 


