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Sir Frederick Pollock, Frederic William Maitland : The History of English Law, Volume 1: Before the Time of 
Edward I  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The History 
of English Law, Volume 1: Before the Time of Edward I: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Buckaroo BansaiBy BuckerooBanzaiThis book was largely written 
by Frederick Maitland, as his putative co-author, Pollock, explains in the preface. Be this as it may, "Pollock and 
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Maitland" is arguably the greatest work of Anglo-American history written in the Nineteenth Century, and certainly 
the greatest work of legal history written in that century. Had it been written during the next century it might well rank 
as the best work of the "short" Twentieth Century. Suffice it to say, this is a terrific work of history, and it has lost 
little with passing generations1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Simply the best!By B. PockerNo other 
work compares with this towering achievement. This is a seminal work on the subject in much the same way as 
Gibbons' Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire is the go-to book on the end of the ancient world . Sadly, too few 
lawyers have read it and it is rarely, if ever, discussed in schools. If you want to understand the true nature of law, this 
is the source.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Still a ClassicBy Bernard M. HoodThe classic general 
textbook on the history of the common law, but does not include any research or studies carried out in the twentieth or 
twenty-first centuries. Very readable.

Although this book was envisaged as a joint venture and bears the name of both Pollock and Maitland, it is 
substantially the work of Maitland. It was recognised at once as a masterpiece and has since been accepted as one of 
the great histories in the English language. In Maitland's lifetime Acton pronounced him the ablest historian in 
England. Plucknett said that 'everything he wrote exercises a deep fascination and a personal attraction'. To Sir 
Maurice Powicke he was 'one of the immortals'. Lord Annan, in the preface to his Leslie Stephen, called him 'perhaps 
the greatest of all professional historians'. To read The History of English Law, even many years after Maitland's 
death, is to feel at once the touch of a master. That touch could only be weakened by editing, so the present issue is a 
reprint of the second edition but with an introductory essay and a select bibliography by S. F. C. Milsom, Professor of 
Legal History in the University of London.


