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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Handbook to 
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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Very helpfulBy Book LoverMy husband and I are on our second 
reading through this book. While any book like this is not a substitute for professional legal advice, we found a lot of 
information in here that our lawyer did not bother to explain to us. And since we didn't know what we didn't know, we 
didn't know to ask her about it! Reading this book has helped us to come up with a list of intelligent questions to ask 
our lawyer the next time we update our wills.The author includes many details on how to avoid probate for your estate 
using methods such as joint ownership or trusts; how to plan for the care of your survivors after you're gone; and how 
to plan a funeral without getting ripped off.One of the most helpful features for us is the chapter concerning the Letter 
of Instruction. The Letter of Instruction is simply a list of everything you want your survivors to know: your social 
security number, employer's contact info, life, auto, home, and health insurance policies, location of your tax returns, 
location of your keys, location of your safe deposit box, bank accounts, mortgages, credit cards, and details on how 
you want your funeral conducted. I feel a lot better now, knowing that should my family need to go through my 
paperwork and try to figure out what's what, I have this Letter of Instruction spelling it all out in one place.I 
recommend this book for anyone who is interested in planning ahead.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Quick and Quality.By Louis B StowellOur City Council in Centralia, WA refuses to fix the Handicap Button so we 
can get in the door easier, now going on 2 years. When I was struggling to get in I slipped and fell when it was icy out 
and got some brown water spots on my books. The Library gave me an $85 Fine to replace the books for something to 
me that was barely noticeable. As a Handicap Senior with medical bills every penny counts. Thank Goodness for you I 
was able to get them from you for 1/10th the price they gave me and in far better condition.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. this one's the best, so i bought a copyBy sylvia learyread oodles of library books about wills, 
probate, etc... this one's the best, so i bought a copy :)

Few people want to think about death and fewer still know how to properly plan for it. As a result many people pass 
away, leaving their families to deal with confusing financial concerns. "The Handbook to Wills, Funerals, and Probate, 
Third Edition" simplifies this topic - clearly and concisely explaining wills and how they function, probate and death 
taxes, making funeral arrangements, and settling and closing an estate. With laws constantly changing, this important 
guide - a thoroughly updated and revised edition of "A Family Guide to Wills, Funerals, and Probate" - covers the 
latest rules and procedures. Updates include the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001, which 
revised federal gift and estate tax law, and all state law tables, and new chapters have been added to cover vital issues 
in more detail. This volume is essential for anyone facing tough decisions following the death of a loved one. Updated 
coverage includes: Executor's fees and liabilities; 401(k) and other retirement accounts; Finding solutions for special 
situations; Gifts; Joint ownership; Life insurance; Long-term care insurance and Medicaid; New funeral and burial 
regulations; Preparing for incapacity; Transfer of family businesses; Transfer-on-death registrations and deeds; and 
Trusts.

..."this guide is especially valuable... Extremely helpful..." 


