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Joseph Zimmerman : The Government and Politics of New York State before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Government and Politics of New Y ork State:

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Bad valueBy BrielleNo reslae valuel of 4 people found the
following review helpful. Zimmerman's bookBy David W. CoveyOf the three text books used for this course in New
Y ork Palitics, Zimmerman's seems the most dated and not as easy to read as the others.

Since the mid-19th century, American law has recognized adoption as a way to create parent-child relationships. As
the product of law, rather than blood, adoptive families have become afocal point for debates about the meaning of
family, the rights and responsibilities of parents, and the best interests of children.Families by Law brings together
diverse perspectives on contemporary aspects of adoption law and practice. Following a historical overview of
adoption in American law and society, the reader presents different responses to concerns about who may place
children for adoption, the status of birth parents, who may adopt, and the legal and psychosocial consequences of
adoption. The new frontiers of adoption are explored: from transracial and intercountry adoption, adoption by same
sex couples, and the adoption of children with special needs, to the movements for opening records and maintaining
post-adoption contact between adoptive and birth families. The relationship between adoption and assisted
reproductive technologies is discussed, as are feminist, economic, and philosophical perspectives on adoption and
procreation. The volume includes statutes and cases, advocacy organization statements, and pieces from legal scholars,
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socia scientists, philosophers, psychologists, and sociologistsin order to provide awealth of information about the
contemporary dimensions of adoption.Families by Law provides undergraduates, as well as law, social welfare, and
public policy graduate students and others interested in family relationships with a multifaceted context for
understanding the complexities of contemporary family life.

"This source book expresses Cahn and Hollinger's keen understanding of adoption law, combining classic articles, new
material, and penetrating commentary on every critical and controversial dimension of adoption. Those fortunate
enough to read this book from cover to cover will vastly expand their appreciation for adoption issues."-Richard P.
Barth, Frank A. Daniels Distinguished Professor, University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill"An outstanding
collection, offering in-depth coverage of al the crucial and current issuesin adoption law and practice. Families by
Law is both awonderful supplement to atraditional family law course or stand on its own as the perfect text for
studying adoption in the United States today. | am thrilled to have this resource now available to those who teach or
think about adoption."-Carol Sanger, Columbia Law School"A strong argument.”--"The law and Politics Book ""Cahn
and Hollinger have covered diverse topics - from foster care, to attachment, to racial and ethnic identity in transracial
adoption, to legal issuesin gay and leshian adoptions."-"Adoptive Families'," The essays encompass the main
controversiesin thefield, placing them in their historical and social contexts. The book will be very useful for courses
focusing on thisissue, and will serve researchersin welfare history, public policy, legal history, family history, and
history of childhood."-"CHOICE""A collection that will interest and assist psychologists who work with the wide
range of children included in this book. | learned a good deal in my reading of these articles and find it easy to
recommend the book to any psychologist whose clinical practice, research, or teaching includes consideration of
parent-child relationships, adoption, foster care, child custody, and the significance of family for individual
development and social cohesion. . . . Wide-ranging and provocative in its approach to the issue addressed.”-"The
American Psychological Association”,From the Back Coverln this updated edition of his classic text, Joseph F.
Zimmerman offers a balanced presentation of the institutions and political processes of the Empire State. He begins
with an overview of the state and offers chapters on federal-state and interstate relations; state-local relations; the
constitution; political parties, elections, and interest groups; the state legislature; the governor; the "fourth branch” (the
departments and agencies of the executive branch); the judiciary; and state finance, including state-local fiscal
relations. Zimmerman emphasizes the legal foundations of the state as they influence greatly the behavior of leading
public officers and interest groups. Most importantly, constitutional restrictions on the state legislature and local
governments are examined, as well as the ingenious ways by which several restrictions upon the state legislature have
been circumvented. "Within the American system of government, the states play an extremely important role. For that
reason, | think that residents of all states have a need to become as well informed as possible about the structure and
workings of their state governments, and about the political forces that influence the workings of their state
governments. This comprehensive and informative survey of New Y ork State government and politics will fill that
need and also serve as an excellent text for college courses." -- Frank J. Mauro, Rockefeller College of Public Affairs
and Policy and Executive Director of the Fiscal Policy InstituteAbout the AuthorGraduate School of Public Affairs of
the State University of New Y orkNaomi Cahn is John Theodore Fey Research Professor of Law at George
Washington University Law School. Her previous books include Red Familiesv. Blue Families, Test Tube Families
(NY U Press 2009), Families By Law: An Adoption Reader (NY U Press 2004), and Confinements: Fertility and
Infertility in Contemporary Culture.Joan Heifetz Hollinger is a professor at the University of California, Berkeley,
where she teaches courses in child welfare law and policy and sex, reproduction, and family law at the Boalt Hall Law
School and in the Legal Studies Program.



