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Esmeranda Manful : The Development of Children's Rights in Africa and Euope: Comparing Legislation in 
Ghana and Northern Ireland  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Development of Children's Rights in Africa and Euope: Comparing Legislation in Ghana and Northern 
Ireland: 

This book is the first to compare the primary child care legislation of a developed and a developing jurisdiction 
influenced by English juristic ideas. The empirical findings are indicative that there is more than one specific 
conceptualisation of children's rights; to ensure provision, protection and/or participation rights of the child. Children's 
rights have become a universal concept however; limited literature exists comparing how the concept is implemented 
in different jurisdictions. Further, whilst literature abounds on how children perceive their rights, less is known on the 
views of those with the responsibility for ensuring the welfare of children. This book fills such a gap, by providing an 
insight into how the abstract concept of children's rights is operationalized by child care professionals in two 
jurisdictions, Northern Ireland and Ghana.
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"... provides us with detailed insights of how professionals are trying to work to advance children's rights in their 
everyday interactions with children and families. The lessons that can be taken from this remain important, not only 
for those working in Northern Ireland and Ghana, but also other countries trying to make the UN Convention of the 
Rights of the Child an effective framework for improving the welfare and rights of children." - Prof. Alan France 
Loughborough University "... a significant empirical socio-legal contribution to the fields of children's rights and 
comparative social policy." - Dr. John Pinkerton Queens University Belfast" 


