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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Can countries really agree to something?By Pat CWhy some treaties
are meaningless, others deliberate lies, and others hit the mark by accident, a dissection of randomness that's
comprehensive and readable0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful exposition of envirormental
diplomacy.By CustomerDorsey examines multiple transnational treaties in both an environmental and diplomatic
milieu, primarily during the progressive era. My only wish is a second tome on Agent Orange asiit relates to the
Geneva Accords of 1925, and the acceptance of these accords in the 1970's.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Useful history of three early conservation treatiesBy Arthur DigbeeThis book examines the first three
"comprehensive wildlife treatiesin history," all between the United States and Canada: the 1908 Inland Fisheries
Treaty, the 1911 North Pacific Fur Seal Convention, and the 1916 Migratory Bird Treaty.Dorsey emphasizes three
factorsin telling this story, science, sentiment, and economics. These provide hooks on which to build the narrative,
not a source of hypotheses to test. (Using three variables to explain three cases would be poor case study design in any
case.) He doesn't really connect these events to larger themesin either conservation diplomacy or progressive politics,
so this book isfor people who want to know about these three treaties as opposed to a wider readership.The book
provides an invaluable source for information on the negotiating history of these three cases. Dorsey gives much less
attention to how well (or poorly) they actually worked. Thiswould probably be a different book but the question of
effectiveness should be central to how we view these treaties.

In the first decades of the twentieth century, fish in the Great Lakes and Puget Sound, seals in the North Pacific, and
birds across North Americafaced acommon threat: over harvesting that threatened extinction for many species.
Progressive era conservationists saw a need for government intervention to protect threatened animals. And because so
many species migrated across international political boundaries, their protectors saw the necessity of international
conservation agreements. In The Dawn of Conservation Diplomacy, Kurkpatrick Dorsey examines the first three
comprehensive wildlife conservation treaties in history, all between the United States and Canada: the Inland Fisheries
Treaty of 1908, the North Pacific Fur Seal Convention of 1911, and the Migratory Bird Treaty of 1916.1n his highly
readable text, Dorsey argues that successful conservation treaties came only after conservationists learned to marshal
scientific evidence, public sentiment, and economic incentivesin their campaigns for protective legislation. The first
treaty, intended to rescue the overfished boundary waters, failed to gain the necessary support and never became law.
Despite scientific evidence of the need for conservation, politicians, and the general public were unable to counter the
vocal opposition of fishermen across the continent. A few years later, conservationists successfully rallied popular
sympathy for fur seals threatened with slaughter and the North Pacific Fur Seal Convention was adopted. By the time
of the Migratory Bird Treaty of 1916, the importance of aesthetic appeal was clear: North American citizens were
joining chapters of the Audubon Society in efforts to protect beautiful songbirds. Conservationists also presented
economic evidence to support their efforts as they argued that threatened bird species provided invaluable service to
farmers.Dorsey recounts the story of each of these early treaties, examining the scientific research that provided the
basis for each effort, acknowledging the complexity of the issues, and presenting the personalities behind the politics.
He argues that these decades-old treaties both directly affect ustoday and offer lessons for future conservation efforts.

"Dorsey's superb book connects ecological science, economic interest groups, politics at the local, national, and
international level, and the quirks and achievements of colorful advocates. Here is amodel for a new and important
field of international history." Gaddis Smith, Yae University "Kurkpatrick Dorsey understands how politics deeply
affects diplomacy and how public opinion shapes conservation policies. So many issues are similar to those which
frustrate Canadian and American negotiators today. The Dawn of Conservation Diplomacy is excellent history which
illuminates both past and present.” John English, University of Waterloo and former Member of Parliament, Canadian
House of Commons "Thisis a pioneering work that opens fresh, important perspectives on Americans by revealing
their views on preserving (and exploiting) their natural environment, their introduction to science into policy
decisions, their too-often cynical approach to relations with Canada, and their political genius for 'the art of the deal .’
And itisall superbly done." Walter LaFeber, Cornell University "A well-researched and well-written account of an
important early chapter in international wildlife preservation of interest not only to environmental historians but
anyone interested in the contemporary problems of international cooperation for environmental preservation.” Tom
Dunlap, author of Saving America's Wildlife "Dorsey's superb book connects ecological science, economic interest
groups, politics at the local, national, and international level, and the quirks and achievements of colorful advocates.
Hereisamodel for anew and important field of international history."Gaddis Smith, Y ale University"Kurkpatrick
Dorsey understands how politics deeply affects diplomacy and how public opinion shapes conservation policies. So
many issues are similar to those which frustrate Canadian and American negotiators today. The Dawn of Conservation
Diplomacy is excellent history which illuminates both past and present.” John English, University of Waterloo and
former Member of Parliament, Canadian House of Commons'Thisis a pioneering work that opens fresh, important



perspectives on Americans by revealing their views on preserving (and exploiting) their natural environment, their
introduction to science into policy decisions, their too-often cynical approach to relations with Canada, and their
political geniusfor 'the art of the deal.' And it isal superbly done."Walter LaFeber, Cornell University"A well-
researched and well-written account of an important early chapter in international wildlife preservation of interest not
only to environmental historians but anyone interested in the contemporary problems of international cooperation for
environmental preservation."Tom Dunlap, author of Saving Americas WildlifeFrom the Inside Flapln the early 20th
century, fish in the Great Lakes and Puget Sound, sealsin the North Pacific, and birds across North America faced a
common threat: overharvesting that threatened extinction for many species. Progressive era conservationists saw the
need for government intervention, and the necessity of international agreements. This book examines the first three
comprehensive wildlife conservation treaties in history, all between the U.S. and Canada.



