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Paul Bergman, Sara J. Berman : The Criminal Law Handbook: Know Your Rights, Survive the System  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Criminal Law Handbook: 
Know Your Rights, Survive the System: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very useful !!!!!!!By RROrdered this for a friend fighting a criminal 
case, he said this book is very useful and he learned/is learning a lot. He was VERY grateful that I sent it to him in jail 
and good luck0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must read!By RaymoIt is important that everyone 
should understand their rights especially when speaking to the police. You should be aware of your most important 
right, the right to remain silent. Remember silence is golden because if you don't say it the police can not use it against 
you. Answer only what your required to answer such as name, DOB, address and drivers license information. Other 
than the weather do not say or offer any other information. If you are being asked for additional information stop and 
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ask if you are the subject of an investigation. If the answer is yes, immediately invoke your 5th amendment right to 
remain silent and tell them you won't speak to them without an attorney representing you is present. If you are asked to 
come in to answer some question and you are not the victim, do not do so without having an attorney with you. 
Spending a couple of hundred dollars now may save you thousands later, don't be pound wise and penny foolish. If 
you are arrested say nothing without an attorney. It is reasonable to believe they have already have established 
probable cause to make the arrest so don't add fuel to the fire by providing any more information other than what is 
required. Trying to talk your way out only tends to dig the hole deeper as what you say will more than likely be 
documented. Again, SAY NOTHING and invoke your rights. This book is also very good of explaining the 
prosecution process as a whole from arraignment, bail, trial, plea bargaining and sentencing. Anyone who has a family 
member in the criminal justice system pipeline will have a better understanding about the in's and out's of the criminal 
justice Process and what may happen Just remember to say absolutely nothing and invoke you right to remain silent 
when in doubt.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very Good Resource MaterialBy alfer41Very good. 
Using this book and a few other NOLO books I researched my criminal case, acted as my own lawyer, AND WON 
MY CASE here in Colorado. Knowing that I was not guilty and using these good NOLO resources really helped. I'm 
not saying that YOU will have the same results, but using these materials and a little common sense REALLY helped 
me.

Criminal law rules and procedures, explained in plain English. The criminal justice system becomes increasingly 
complex each year as new laws and decisions can change legal standards dramatically. And at a time when even law 
enforcement is being affected by hiring freezes and budget cuts, the result is fewer resources and public programs for 
those accused of crimes, and their friends and families. That's why it's crucial that you have access to clear and 
complete explanations of all aspects of criminal law and procedure. The Criminal Law Handbook answers your 
questions about every part of a criminal case, from cops to crooks. Find out everything you've ever wanted to know 
about how the system works, and the how and why police, lawyers and judges doing what they do. It covers: arrests 
booking preliminary hearings charges bail courts arraignment search and seizure defenses evidence trials plea bargains 
sentencing juveniles, and "crimespeak," the language commonly used in criminal statutes. The revised 12th edition 
covers all new Supreme Court rulings, as well as completely updated, meticulously researched changes to case law 
and new information on domestic violence law.

A well written, helpful guide for laypersons interested in their legal rights--straightforward, non-intimidating and 
informative. -- Laurie Levenson, Associate Dean, Loyola School of LawAn excellent and balanced guide to the state 
court criminal justice process... -- Library JournalThis easy-to-understand book contains everything you need to know 
about criminal law. -- Roger Cossack, co-host of CNN's "Quite simply, this volume should be on everybody's 
bookshelf... Bergman and Berman have created a guided tour of the criminal justice system -- intended both for the 
curious and for those who find themselves caught up in it." "Written for the average person who needs to know how to 
navigate the complex maze of the criminal justice system." 


