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Providing a chronological history of the US Constitution, this work places the seven articles and 27 amendments in the 
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context of the social, political and judicial events that formed them, and examines issues and court cases where 
consitutional interpretation plays a key role.

From School Library JournalGrade 7 Up-The 165 signed essays in this four-volume set are arranged chronologically 
and highlight the Constitution's 7 articles and 27 amendments. They offer clear explanations of political, social, and 
judicial issues and cover important Supreme Court cases such as Brown v. Board of Education. Abortion, the right to 
die, and censorship are also discussed. Black-and-white photographs, illustrations, and political cartoons accompany 
nearly every article, breaking the text into digestible sections. Terms are defined in sidebars, which cumulatively 
create the glossary found in the fourth volume. The set includes a comprehensive index but lacks a list for further 
reading. An understandable resource on Constitutional interpretation, distinctive in its accessibility.Angela L. Bonnell, 
Milner Library, Normal, IL Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. "In the ongoing scholarly preoccupation 
to understand the meaning of the US Constitution, this timely reference source artfully combines history, law, politics, 
and governing institutions. Recent rivals include Jack N. Rakove's Original Meanings: Politics and Ideas in the 
Making of the Constitution (CH, Oct. '96) and David E. Kyvig's Explicit and Authentic Acts: Amending the U.S. 
Constitution, 1776-1995 (CH, April '97). Newman has gathered more than 120 constitutional experts from academe, 
law, and journalism to write 165 brief essays that examine the key institutions and clauses that make up the 
Constitutions seven articles and 27 amendments. Other essays briefly examine some leading Supreme Court decisions 
that relate to important constitutional provisions and rights. Although consciously designed 'for students learning about 
the Constitution for the first time in a formal way..."--" CHOICE" (April 1999) 


