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GeoffreyRobertson QC : The Case of the Pope: Vatican Accountability for Human Rights Abuse  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Case of the Pope: Vatican 
Accountability for Human Rights Abuse: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must for those interested in the Catholic ChurchBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0241953847


RemlapRobertson presents a clear and compelling case for major reforms to be made. The central issue is the practice 
and covering up of child abuse on a massive scale. The statistics presented are horrendous and make no account of 
possible abuse in Africa and other developing regions where errant clergy have been posted. Issues affecting this 
central issue include celibacy, the resort to cannon law, the possibility that clergy thought they had an entitlement, and 
the history behind the Vatican's having nation status. It is simply incredible that the Church is presently attempting to 
have the awful John Paul II made a saint; clear evidence that the church still does not get it.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Believe it or not...By A. HardingHard to believe, but then Geoffrey Robertson QC would not 
make this stuff up. The full extent of the atrocities conducted by the church are now coming to light and yet the effort 
to cover-up does persist. Another book that needs to be mandatory on all higher schools curriculum.24 of 26 people 
found the following review helpful. Essential source for undertanding the Catholic Sex Abuse CrisisBy Thomas 
Patrick DoyleDozens of books have been written about the clergy sexual molestation scandal in the Catholic Church. 
Geoff Robertson has written one of the select few that serve as foundational studies essential for a clear understanding 
of the issue. This brilliant book is grounded solidly on facts. The author, a well respected and accomplished human 
rights attorney and judge from Great Britain, has thoroughly examined the unique status of the Catholic Church as a 
member of the community of nations. The reason for the author's examination and analysis of the Catholic Church's 
participation in the U.N. and its parallel status as a sovereign nation is the revelation of the Church's handling of the 
world-wide problem of sexual abuse of minors by its clergy. One does not have to get very far into the book before the 
feelings of anger, prompted by the exposition of the Vatican's systematic duplicitous actions, turn to revulsion. This 
book is not a polemic but a detailed exposition of what really is and for this reason it makes the blood of any honest 
person, Catholic or not, quickly rise to the boiling point. Over the past several years official Catholic sources from the 
Vatican down to the local parish have churned out a steady flow of well-tuned rhetoric about the sex abuse crisis. It all 
amounts to variations on the same theme, namely that the Church leaders really aren't at fault in any way and that they 
have done more than any other institution to deal effectively with the scourge of sexual abuse and exploitation of 
children and adults. Geoffrey Robertson has studied the facts and has responded by pouring cold water on the Church's 
complex and misleading propaganda. The clergy sex abuse phenomenon is not a "Church" problem but a societal 
problem of international dimensions. Robertson's book is one of the very best sources for understanding this problem 
and seeing it as it really is.

In The Case of the Pope Geoffrey Robertson delivers a devastating indictment of the way the Vatican has run a secret 
legal system that shields pedophile priests from criminal trial around the world. Is the Pope morally or legally 
responsible for the negligence that has allowed so many terrible crimes to go unpunished? Should he and his seat of 
power, the Holy See, continue to enjoy an immunity that places them above the law? Geoffrey Robertson , a 
distinguished human rights lawyer and judge, evinces a deep respect for the good works of Catholics and their church. 
But, he argues, unless Pope Benedict XVI can divest himself of the beguilements of statehood and devotion to 
obsolescent canon law, the Vatican will remain a serious enemy to the advance of human rights.

"Robertson is an adept QC and this is a devastating case." Daily Telegraph 


