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Rom)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Busy 
Family's Guide to Estate Planning: 10 Steps to Peace of Mind (book with CD-Rom): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. How to PROTECT your CHILDRENBy Jay StevensonThere are a 
lot of very good Estate Planning books out on the marketplace. But what I like about this book is that it looks all the 
legal devices you can use for estate planning (e.g., wills, trusts, living trusts, durable power of attorney, et al), as well 
as periphery instruments (like life insurance, 401K plans, et al), in PLANNING YOUR ESTATE to care for minor 
children. It provides a plan of 10 steps to get your act together.IF you ARE A YOUNG PARENT(s) WITH MINOR 
CHILDREN, then this book is a MUST READ to help plan your estate in case of the ultimate tragedy.1 of 1 people 
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found the following review helpful. Excellent resourceBy S. RosekThis book was easy to understand, gave me the 
detail I needed in a short format and answered a lot of questions I had on trusts. I recommended it to all my married 
children and bought a copy for my sister, as she is in the midst of estate planning. For those do-it-yourself individuals, 
the CD with multiple forms will be very valuable.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Lady 
DiThis book is excellent resources for any estate planning especially for family. I

Protect your family, and skip the stress! It's so important to plan ahead for your loved ones -- and with The Busy 
Family's Guide to Estate Planning, you can do so easily and with confidence. The book outlines 10 simple steps to 
take. Just tackle one step every month, and soon you can cross estate planning off your to-do list -- and have peace of 
mind knowing you've looked after your family. Author Liza Weiman Hanks, a lawyer and a parent, gives you practical 
guidance about what's crucial to do now and what can wait. The Busy Family's Guide to Estate Planning will help you 
write your will, determine how much life insurance your family needs, figure out whether you need a living trust, learn 
about powers of attorney and work with a lawyer, if you need to. The CD-ROM provides 15 easy-to-use forms -- 
including a simple will -- and worksheets that will help you get organized, make important decisions and track your 
progress. Also, an audio interview with the author will answer questions you may have about wills and estate planning.

A practical, informative and entertaining resource for busy parents. (Amy Keroes Mommy Track'd 20090101)From 
the AuthorDon't Have a Will? We'll Show You the Way by Hannah Boyd You'd do anything to protect your kids, but 
there's one important stone many parents leave unturned - creating a will. Most of us don't like to dwell on our own 
mortality, let alone think of leaving our kids behind. So, we procrastinate. Liza Hanks, Founder of Family Works Law 
Office in Campbell, California, and author of "The Busy Family's Guide to Estate Planning," thinks that's a bad idea. 
"Every parent needs a will," says Hanks. "It's not a financial issue, it's about naming guardians for your kids. If you 
don't, a judge makes that decision without your input." You may think it's obvious that you'd want your sister and her 
husband to take the kids, but without a legal will, your in-laws or a family friend could take guardianship instead. And 
until the judge decides, the kids might get stuck living with crazy Uncle Kevin. Choosing legal guardians is one of the 
most difficult decisions parents can make, especially when partners disagree. Hanks offers these tips: "Focus on who 
your kids really love. Focus only on the next three to five years. Remember that there are always compromises to be 
made, so focus on the things that matter most to you and your partner." If you want Grandma and Grandpa as 
guardians and your partner wants her brother Bill, agree to choose only for now; you can revisit the issue in a few 
years if circumstances change. If your family's affairs are cut and dried, you may be able to buy a kit and create a legal 
will on your own, although it's always a good idea to have a lawyer read it over. However, "if you have property that's 
valuable, a blended family, kids with special needs, or want to treat your kids differently, you should see a lawyer," 
says Hanks. For example, if one of your children has a disability and may need lifelong care, you will need to provide 
differently for him or her than for your other children, and should see a lawyer. Once your will is done, you'll want to 
keep it in a safe place and update it every time you move, if you have a new child, get divorced or remarried, or when 
the legal guardians' circumstances change. Usually, says Hanks, this means reviewing the will every 3-5 years. Then 
you can go on to live a long and healthy life free of anxiety over your children's futures.About the AuthorLiza Hanks 
is an attorney and the founder of FamilyWorks Estate Planning, a practice specializing in estate planning for families 
of all ages. A graduate of Stanford Law School, she has also served as an instructor at the Santa Clara University Law 
School and practiced with the state of California and a prestigious Silicon Valley firm. Hanks is the author or co-
author of two books published by Nolo: The Mom's Guide to Wills and Estate Planning and The Trustee's Legal 
Companion. She also blogs on wills, trusts, powers of attorney, living wills, estate taxes, and probate court on the law 
blog Everyday Estate Planning. Hanks lives with her family in Campbell, California. 


