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Thomas Hart Hawley : The Artful Dodger's Guide to Planning Your Estate  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Artful Dodger's Guide to Planning Your Estate: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Candy coated estate planningBy A CustomerSitting down to read a 
book on estate planning ranks right up there with a root canal on my list of favorite pastimes. But this book is 
refreshingly different. It really is possible to get solid information on a serious legal topic and have fun at the same 
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time! As an attorney specializing in the field, Hawley knows his stuff. He also knows how to write in an entertaining, 
humorous way. Maybe the IRS could enlist him for the next revision of the 1040 instructions. Highly recommended!0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. An essential readBy A CustomerAn essential read to maximize the 
time you spend with your estate planner. Well worth the money in what I saved in legal fees. The Artful Dodger and 
his family are not only entertaining, but take you step-by-step through otherwise complicated tax laws. Compared to 
other books on the market regarding estate planning, this book tells you exactly what you need to know to aid your 
attorney in making the best decision for you and your family.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Estate 
planning made lucid!By A CustomerI was pleasantly surprised by this book on estate planning. Finally a guide that is 
not only laden with complicated material made easy, but also humorous and easy to navigate. I recommend this book 
to anyone who wants to gain an overview of the intricacies of estate planning while still maintaining their sanity (and 
sense of humor).

With estate taxes as high as 55%, no one can afford to ignore the techniques available to all of us to reduce or 
eliminate death taxes. The Artful Dodger's Guide to Planning Your Estate gives practical, straightforward and, yes, 
even humorous advice crucial to anyone who has acquired even modest wealth. This is not a "do-it-yourself" book. 
Estate planning is tricky, and anyone preparing his own estate plan is likely to end up with a "pig's breakfast." Nor is 
this book an attempt to provide a comprehensive treatment of all the tax laws along with their exceptions and 
qualifications. Rather, it is short and written in clear, plain English. Along with the Artful Dodger and his family, you 
will learn the nuts and bolts of our U.S. gift and estate tax system and then move on to discover how not to waste your 
lifetime exemption, how to hold title to real property, save your children and grandchildren taxes, avoid probate, make 
charitable gifts work for you, preserve your wealth and plan for your retirement. The book is complete, with illustrated 
charts and sample forms, along with a checklist of important matters to discuss with your attorney. This national 
edition covers all states.

"A gem! Mr.Hawley takes his readers on a wonderfully entertaining voyage through the world of estate planning. 
You'll feel like you know the Dodger family when you're done, but more importantly you'll leave with a keen 
knowledge of a heretofore complex subject." -- Doug Thompson, editor of "The Carmel Pine Cone""After reading The 
Artful Dodger's Guide to Planning Your Estate, I now know how to explain to clients what I have been doing for years 
and I learned some new things as well." -- Daniel I. Reith, Attorney at Law"For many years, clients have asked me for 
books to read on estate planning. Most of the available tomes were too long, dry, and boring. Thomas Hawley has 
reversed the equation with a book that is short, accurate, and witty. I commend it to all those interested in saving estate 
taxes." -- William H. Bachrach, Attorney at Law"I enjoyed the book a great deal. It is both charming and useful." -- 
Paul Brest, Dean, Stanford Law School"Solid advice, presented in an understandable and lighhearted way." -- Claude 
Rosenberg, author of "Wealthy Wise""When I read the first edition of this book, it became my favorite estate planning 
book. The new edition is bigger, better and up to date. It's probably the only estate planning book I know that will 
inform you about what you need to know while entertaining you at the same time." -- Ken Petersen, Certified 
Financial PlannerAbout the AuthorThomas Hart Hawley is a bar-certified specialist in probate, estate planning and 
trusts, who received his undergraduate and law degrees from Stanford University. He has practiced law on the 
Monterey Peninsula since 1970 and is now in private practice in the town of Carmel-by-the-Sea. Having published 
articles for lawyers in both the Oregon and California state bar journals, he decided to try his hand writing for 
nonlawyers. His popular column, "Where There's a Will . . .," and, now, this book offer informative, amusing advice 
helpful to those seeking to understand the basic concepts of estate planning. 


