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Francis L. Wellman : The Art of Cross-Examination (Cross-Examination and Interrogation)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Art of Cross-Examination (Cross-
Examination and Interrogation): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Undisputed Classic!By J. HauckFor the Law Student, buy this 
book. For the practicing Attorney, buy this book. It is money well invested!Francis Wellman's "The Art of Cross 
Examination" is the undisputed classic text on cross.As Wellman points out on page 24, "There is no short cut, no 
royal road to proficiency, in the art of advocacy." No truer statement has ever been put to paper. I first came across this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1537762028


paperback in Law School during mock trials, and have come to rely upon it many, many times especially at 
preliminary hearings.Although dated (first edition 1903), the author quotes extensively from memorable cases and 
utilizes them to illustrate both the manner and matter of cross-examination. Wellman covers the topics of handling 
perjured witness and the expert, and the importance of sequence and the importance of paying attention to the nature 
of the psychology of the witness.The aspect of Wellman showing how, and knowing when, to illicit information from 
the witness is why this book has become famous.Wellman uses many famous (at the time) cases that are very 
humorous, and also timeless (marital discord in 1903 is marital discord in 2004, for example). This is a very well 
written book and I promise that useful "nuggets" of information will be found. Well done! Five stars.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Well worth it.By 2 Legit 2 QuitGot this book for a trial practice class in law 
school. It was not required reading, but recommended by my teacher (a top trial attorney with several decades of 
experience).It's awesome. Wellman goes through both the theory and practical wisdom of cross-examination, giving 
stories and examples to drive the point home. It's quite comprehensive, and will certainly make you a better cross-
examiner (or just help you get a good grade in your trial class).2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Big 
help-arived just in time for a trialBy crazy white boyBought for law student neighbor as I could NOT find my decades 
old copy. He LOVES it and scanned it quickly finding lots of help for a trial, on 3-27-15 (tomorrow). I remember 
reading and enjoying my copy decades ago even though I am not a lawyer. Thanks for coming through, again, CWB

The Art of Cross-Examination Cross-Examination and Interrogation By Francis L. Wellman The Art of Cross-
Examination is a classic text for trial attorneys and law students on how to cross-examine witnesses. Written by 
American attorney Francis L. Wellman, the book was first published in 1903 by The Macmillan Company, and was 
still in print more than 100 years later. The book gives colorful, interesting facts on the trial participants; provides 
insights into various claims, disputes, marriage scandals; etc. The New York Times contrasted it with other, boring 
legal texts, and recommended it to both trial lawyers and non-lawyers for its entertainment value. It is filled with 
suspense regarding the outcomes of the compelling trials within the book. Equally suspenseful are the legal outcomes 
from the attempts of the attorneys to sway the juries with their erudition, wit, and charm. In offering this book to the 
legal profession I do not intend to arrogate to myself any superior knowledge upon the subject, excepting in so far as it 
may have been gleaned from actual experience. Nor have I attempted to treat the subject in any scientific, elaborate, or 
exhaustive way; but merely to make some suggestions upon the art of cross-examination, which have been gathered as 
a result of twenty-five years' court practice, during which time I have examined and cross-examined about fifteen 
thousand witnesses, drawn from all classes of the community.
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