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Cultural property and its stewardship have long been concerns of museums, archaeologists, art historians, and nations, 
but recently the legal and political consequences of collecting antiquities have also attracted broad media attention. 
This has been the result, in part, of several high-profile trials, as well as demands by various governments for the 
return of antiquities to their countries of origin.These circumstances call out for public discussion that moves beyond 
the rather clear-cut moral response to looting, to consider the implications of buying, selling, and exhibiting 
antiquities. To whom should they belong? What constitutes legal ownership of antiquities? What laws govern their 
importation into the United States, for instance? What circumstances, if any, demand the return of those antiquities to 
their countries of origin? Is there a consensus among archaeologists and museum directors about these issues?

Presented by a distinguished group of archaeologists, art historians, museum directors, and professors of law, the 
essays discuss the ethical and practical issues that concern how antiquities come into museums, addressing in 
particular international laws against looting and purchasing looted goods, and the issues that archaeologists, museum 
directors, and historians face when studying goods acquired without provenance. Book News 


