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Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Taking Advance 
Directives Seriously: Prospective Autonomy and Decisions Near the End of Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Perfect for my tesisBy FilipaAll the information about advance 
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directives!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth the read.By R BrownA solid base to a 
misunderstood topic.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ADVANCE DIRECTIVES FOR MEDICAL 
CAREBy James L. ParkRobert S. OlickTaking Advance Directives Seriously:Prospective Autonomy and Decisions 
near the End of Life(Washington, DC: Georgetown UP, 2001) 228 pages(ISBN: 0-87840-868-1; hardcover)(Library of 
Congress call number: KF3827.E87O43 2001)(Medical call number: W85.5O46t 2001) A well-reasoned plea for 
honoring Advance Directives for Medical Care.The author recognizes that ADs are often ignored by doctors and 
hospitals,because their own standards of care are more familiar to them.But better enforcement of ADs should allow 
all of usto die in the ways that seem best to us. Here are some of the major issues discussed:1. What to do with patients 
in a coma?2. We honor other decisions made in advance, such as estate wills.3. Core values or settled values should be 
embodied in an Advance Directive.4. What if the maker of an Advance Directive becomes a new person or a former 
person?5. What about situations not covered in the Advance Directive?6. What if advances in medical science and 
medical treatmentmake an old decision obsolete?For example, what if a disease specifically named in an Advance 
Directiveis no longer always fatal?7. What happens when the proxy and the Advance Directive seem to differ? As can 
be seen from these issues and questions,this book tends to be rather philosophical and technical.But it does raise many 
valid issues and worriesthat should be considered in creatinga comprehensive Advance Directive for Medical Care. If 
you would like to read my reviews of other books on Advance Directives,search the Internet for the following exact 
phrase:"Books on Advance Directives for Medical Care".James Leonard Park, medical ethicist

In the quarter century since the landmark Karen Ann Quinlan case, an ethical, legal, and societal consensus supporting 
patients' rights to refuse life-sustaining treatment has become a cornerstone of bioethics. Patients now legally can write 
advance directives to govern their treatment decisions at a time of future incapacity, yet in clinical practice their 
wishes often are ignored.Examining the tension between incompetent patients' prior wishes and their current best 
interests as well as other challenges to advance directives, Robert S. Olick offers a comprehensive argument for 
favoring advance instructions during the dying process. He clarifies widespread confusion about the moral and legal 
weight of advance directives, and he prescribes changes in law, policy, and practice that would not only ensure that 
directives count in the care of the dying but also would define narrow instances when directives should not be 
followed. Olick also presents and develops an original theory of prospective autonomy that recasts and strengthens 
patient and family control. While focusing largely on philosophical issues the book devotes substantial attention to 
legal and policy questions and includes case studies throughout. An important resource for medical ethicists, lawyers, 
physicians, nurses, health care professionals, and patients' rights advocates, it champions the practical, ethical, and 
humane duty of taking advance directives seriously where it matters most-at the bedside of dying patients.

"This book will be an important resource for physicians, medical ethicists, and other health care professionals as they 
deal with the rights and prerogatives of the dying and the legal and policy questions surrounding the choices to be 
made in the conduct of their care." -- New Jersey Medicine"Disquieted that the wishes of dying patients do not direct 
care at the end of life even when their intentions and plans have been put to writing in an advance directive, Olick 
rethinks and reinvigorates the case for patient and family control in the face of significant challenges to the nature, 
scope, and importance of autonomy in the care of incompetent dying patients." -- Book News, Inc."I recommend this 
book highly to all health care professionals. It is clearly written, and beautifully argued. It was a pleasure to read such 
lucid prose reflecting clear thinking. It certainly gave a me a different perspective from which to argue for the rights of 
patients to die in a dignified manner, a topic that is important to all of us, health care professional or not." -- Nursing 
Ethics"The book is simultaneously a model of scholarship and a work of advocacy that if heeded would dramatically 
change the way many patients die. Highly recommended for upper-division undergraduate and graduate students and 
faculty, and essential reading for professionals and practitioners." -- Choice"An important resource for health-care 
professionals, medical ethicists, and legal scholars who are involved in the legal rights and policy issues surrounding 
end-of-life decisions." -- Medical Humanities "Olick's book is a fine analysis of many important conceptual issues 
underlying advance directives....Helps refute the many naysayers about advance directives." -- Norman L. Cantor, 
professor of law and Justice Nathan Jacobs Scholar, Rutgers Law School"Professor Olick's admirable scholarship and 
public service uniquely inform and authenticate this distinguished and humane work. His exacting analysis reaffirms 
the central role of patient and family in medical decision making and contributes greatly to the contemporary, 
American quest to improve the care and treatment of the dying. This book is a signal and valuable contribution to 
understanding the history and evolution of the patients' rights movement." -- Paul W. Armstrong, Judge of the 
Superior Court of New Jersey "Olick's book is a fine analysis of many important conceptual issues underlying advance 
directives....Helps refute the many naysayers about advance directives."Norman L. Cantor, professor of law and 
Justice Nathan Jacobs Scholar, Rutgers Law School"Professor Olick's admirable scholarship and public service 
uniquely inform and authenticate this distinguished and humane work. His exacting analysis reaffirms the central role 
of patient and family in medical decision making and contributes greatly to the contemporary, American quest to 
improve the care and treatment of the dying. This book is a signal and valuable contribution to understanding the 



history and evolution of the patients' rights movement."Paul W. Armstrong, Judge of the Superior Court of New 
JerseyAbout the AuthorRobert S. Olick is associate professor in the Center for Bioethics and Humanities, SUNY 
Upstate Medical University. He formerly served as executive director of the New Jersey Bioethics Commission, where 
he was a principal author and legislative architect of that state's advance directives law. Dr. Olick is coauthor of the 
book, The Stored Tissue Issue: Biomedical Research, Ethics, and Law in the Era of Genomic Medicine (2004). 


