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Judy Parejko : Stolen Vows. Thelllusion of No-Fault Divor ce and the Rise of the American Divorce Industry
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Stolen Vows: The
Illusion of No-Fault Divorce and the Rise of the American Divorce Industry:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Everybody should read this -- please get it back in print!By KGThis
isabrilliant and insightful book which isvery readable. A few books deal with the travesty of unilateral no-fault


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591960223

divorce, but this oneisthe best that I've read. It focuses clearly on the main issue of the laws which allow this. Also, it
answers questions which | had when | first learned about no-fault divorce: How could any sane person possibly think
that thisis agood idea? How could thisideanot only have gotten started, but even spread through the country to
become the law in most states.Compared to Stephen Baskerville's TAKEN INTO CUSTODY which covers some of
the same ground about injustices of "family law", thisis a much smaller book and much more conversational, not so
filled with footnotes. But also it focuses on the main issue and avoids mixing in other controversial matters such as
gender bias and VAWA and right-wing political views. Few people who read STOLEN VOWS with an open mind
will come away unconvinced.Just a couple of very minor things could make this book even better:1. | don't agree with
the author's statement in the last chapter that reform must be at a national level because changesin state laws will just
send people over the borders to other states with easier divorces. To the contrary, | think that reforms of state laws will
be a big help, that thisisamore realistic goal than national reform, and that most people can't easily cross state borders
to get adivorce without the consent of both spouses.2. Also, the author perhaps doesn't make sufficiently clear that
elimination of unilateral no-fault divorce is not necessarily forcing people to stay in unwanted marriages. Divorceis
not the same as walking out of amarriage, it is alawsuit. Anybody can walk out the door at any time. The questionis
whether or not the plaintiff should have a chance to force the defendant out of his’her home and take his or her money
and children even though the defendant did nothing wrong.Unfortunately, this book seems to be out of print now.
Used copies are available but sell for quite alot more than the original price. | got a very beat-up copy of this 180 page
paperback for $...], though it was worth every penny. This book is too important to become just a collector's item. The
website [...] has some of the key points of the book though.16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Stolen
Vows turns the lights on the divorce industryBy Daniel Dickl read Judy Parejko's book Stolen Vows as she wrote it
making comments and suggestions along the way. The book |eft me tormented; | couldn't wait for the next chapter to
come out.Since | was separated and suffering through an unfair and unwanted divorce, | had so many questions why
the justice system | loved and believed in seemed to act so irresponsibly. | couldn't understand why the unfaithful were
coddled while the faithful were brutalized, robbed of possessions, robbed of child custody. | could not comprehend
why children were given over to unfit parents with documented mental illnesses and abusive behavior. | needed
answers. | knew how things were supposed to work, but | wanted to know how they really worked. And, | wanted to
know why.Stolen Vows turned on the lights. Things became clear fast.Divorce is a multi-billion dollar industry.
Judges, attornies, and othersin the divorce industry have a personal financial interest in the destruction of your
marriage and mine.Stolen V ows shows how current no-fault divorce laws were sold to Californians and how they
spread rapidly poisening marriages and families throughout the U.S. Judy wrote this book from the perspective of an
insider--a divorce mediator who discovered how her job and others and the unjustice of the court system were hurting
families.Some will hate this book. Some will try to silence or hide it. Those who earn wealth from the destruction of
little children's families will not appreciate Judy's professional and well-researched exposition of corruption and the
harm in current no-fault divorce laws.This is written from the perspective of an insider--awoman who was once a
divorce mediator who became aware of how her job was hurting marriages. She became aware of so much unjusticein
the divorce system and its harmful effect on children and families, and soon after, she found her office door
locked.Read this book and passit on, or buy copies for your friends and family. They deserve to know. We really need
to know how the law has virtually ended our marriagesin the eyes of the law. We have lost our right to enter into
binding marriage agreements. We need to learn so we can take back our marriages and protect our families.7 of 7
people found the following review helpful. A cry from the heart about divorceBy Jeri The author of "Stolen Vows',
Judy Parejko, was a mediation specialist working in the field of divorce. This book is aresult of working for the family
courts. "My clients were the anguished parents going through a divorce who were sent by the judge to work out the
living arrangements of their children" (P 11).The problem with no fault divorceis that it fails to recognize the great
damage divorce does to children.By now, we have had some forty years, and well over one million studies, that have
shown how much divorce harms children. The studies make for painful reading. Children raised by single parents end
up poorer, more poorly educated, frequently emotionally damaged, and frequently unable to form emotional bonds
with other people. They are at many times greater risk for drug abuse and sexual problems than children from intact
homes. Some studies have shown that 80-90% of those who end up in prison came from single parent households.
That's a pretty staggering statistic.For the sake of these children, changesto the divorce laws are urgently

needed." Stolen Vows" points out another fault in no fault divorce. It means, essentially, there is no marriage contract.
Y ou cannot break a contract you agreed to about your house or your car. But when it comes to marriage if one person
wants out, that's it, the contract is void. The man or woman who wants out isin control and can force a divorce upon
an unwilling spouse.Y et, "Lawyers and other profressionals with whom | worked often minimized the pain of divorce.
They characterized divorce clients as just ‘emotionally out of control™ (P 93)instead of seeing that the grinding legal
process could be the cause of problems.Anyone who reads this book will certainly want to read Maggie Gallagher's
seminal work on divorce, "The Abolition of Marriage".

When Californiarolled out no-fault divorce - over thirty years ago - judges were empowered to force divorce on



unwitting spouses, even if there was no just cause. Then, alittle-known body of lawyers with immense national
influence (the NCCUSL) wrote a model law the Uniform Marriage and Divorce Act (UMDA) which endorsed
California's breakthrough by making Irretrievable Breakdown the sole basis for divorce. Within 15 years, every state
had some form of no-fault divorce. "To strengthen and preserve the integrity of marriage and safeguard family
relationships,” was the aim of the UMDA. But instead, just the opposite happened marriage vows lost their meaning
and intact families faced grave danger from a system that imposed the 'right to divorce' and ignored any pleas for help.
After the early dream of the Marriage Hospital was crushed, the Divorce Industry took over and no one has been able
to end the ensuing misery. Learn what happened when vested interests turned a good idea into a Great National
Tragedy and how a divorce mediator stumbled onto this sinister scheme during her time working on 'theinside.’

With Stolen Vows, Judy Paregjko has written an insightful and potentially important book about divorce. -- Robert
Plunkett, June 30, 2002About the AuthorJudy Parejko, M.S. - Family Studies, trained and worked as adivorce
mediator for six years until she discovered some surprising things about the sinister role of mediation in the divorce
process. This discovery, which eventually led to her demise as a mediator, caused her to change course and - instead of
just helping couples reach a good 'settlement'- pursue effective ways to help them get through the crises that were
unraveling their marriages. Her standoff with the powers-that-be provided the backdrop to tell the story of the origin of
no-fault divorcein this country - atale that parallels the children's fable, The Emperor's New Clothes, where
scoundrels - who deceived both the Emperor as well as his subjects - profited with bags of gold for their misdeeds.



