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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An unsurpassed resource book about NAT!By KellyAs an eye 
pathologist and ophthalmology doctor who has been recently asked to photograph and testify for 3 child abuse cases 
recently, this book was very inclusive in highlighting major/landmark articles! I had already done an extensive 
literature search myself over many months, but this author did a superb job providing short summaries of important 
published material I had not seen.I would highly recommend it for any professional dealing with child abuse cases: 
attorneys and judges, social workers family counselors, first responders/EMT's and many physicians (pediatricians, ER 
physicians, ophthalmologists, trauma specialists, medical examiners, etc.)0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. ReassuranceBy SurvivorThis book is a reassurance for families who are affected by this totally preventable 
occurrence in the actions of Child Abuse. There is understandably, a certain percentage, of cases caused by outside 
forces. However, for families who are affected by their child being hurt by "someone", this is a wonderful book to read 
and explains a lot of details that are not explained by professionals. If you have ever sat beside a child abused in this 
way, you know the comfort that is needed for the families. There is very little that is done for the families in way of 
comforting them in this time of need. No one knows what needs to be done except the families who have gone through 
the same ordeal. This book helps with the frustration, hurt, rage, etc. Thank you for writing this book Mr. Pienkhofer!1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. mother of a SBS survivorBy A CustomerThis is an excellent book that 
explaines shaken baby syndrom in words that a non-medical person can understand. It's easy to read and to understand 
what you are reading. It's a book taking the wealth of information and putting it into one book. I would recommend 
this book to everyone, especially thoughs who are parents, child care provider, foster parents.Never, never, shake a 
baby!

Silenced Angels: The Medical, Legal and Social Aspects of Shaken Baby Syndrome delves into the realms of child 
abuse that has never been explored before in such detail. The book examines how the physical assault of violent 
shaking on a young body can lead to a lifetime of despair or even death. Every important detail of this tragic form of 
child abuse is analyzed, providing the reader a more definitive understanding of the condition known as SBS. This is 
the first book written exclusively about SBS, which is 100% preventable. SBS cases can be frequently misdiagnosed 
and are more frequently under-investigated and poorly prosecuted, leading to a sense of injustice among families and 
child abuse prevention advocates.The author breaks through the barriers of miscomprehension, misdiagnosis, and 
misrepresentation that typically lead to further tragedy and injustice in SBS-related cases. Advocates for child abuse 
prevention will gain greater information about SBS to further their cause of establishing hospital and community-
based prevention and education programs. Parents and family members of SBS victims will find this book 
indispensable when seeking medical and legal assistance with their cases.

From The New England Journal of MedicineThe "shaken-baby syndrome" is a serious public health problem that 
escaped the radar of the medical, legal, and larger community for far too long. Silenced Angels sends the message that 
this syndrome is a completely identifiable and preventable public health problem. The author, James Peinkofer, a 
clinical social worker, provides a fresh, multifaceted perspective on this problem. The book has three sections. The 
first discusses the medical aspects of the shaken-baby syndrome. It covers physical manifestations and short-term and 
long-term consequences. This section also delves into the history of the shaken-baby syndrome as documented by the 
medical community, with cases dating from as early as 1860. Peinkofer highlights the evolution of medical thought 
regarding the syndrome. It seems that for years, physicians misinterpreted symptoms and outcomes of the shaken-baby 
syndrome as manifestations of other ailments. The book also focuses on widely believed myths and controversial 
discussions surrounding the diagnosis of the syndrome. In closing this section, Peinkofer highlights procedures used to 
test for the shaken-baby syndrome and activities that children who have been victims of it may have difficulty 
performing. The second section covers the legal issues related to the syndrome. Peinkofer highlights the methods and 
mechanisms that medical and law-enforcement personnel use to identify cases of the shaken-baby syndrome and 
discusses legal proceedings, including typical legal strategies used by both the prosecution and the defense. In the last 
brief section, Peinkofer turns his attention to the social aspects of the shaken-baby syndrome. Characteristics of 
perpetrators and the effect of the syndrome on families are discussed. One message of this section is that both 
caregivers and family members may shake babies. The author also discusses efforts at prevention and local, state, and 
federal laws that have been passed in an effort to eliminate the syndrome. In his conclusion, Peinkofer makes several 
recommendations regarding the shaken-baby syndrome. Most focus on educating medical, law-enforcement, and legal 
personnel regarding the symptoms and implications of the syndrome. Screening and standardized reporting are needed 
to gauge the magnitude of the problem and to ensure the identification of the syndrome when it occurs. This book does 
a superb job of orienting the reader about important aspects of a preventable, but until recently, largely ignored, public 
health problem. It is essential for anyone interested in the shaken-baby syndrome -- from physicians to students to 
public health professionals. It is largely free of medical jargon (though a glossary is provided), so the general reader 
should be able to understand it. Peinkofer has done a masterly job of clearing up misconceptions about the shaken-
baby syndrome. This book will be a cornerstone of the field and will be widely cited for years to come. Leigh A. 



Willis, Ph.D.Copyright 2003 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. The New England Journal of 
Medicine is a registered trademark of the MMS. "This book does a superb job of orienting the reader about important 
aspects of a preventable, but until recently, largely ignored, public health problem. It is essential for anyone interested 
in the shaken-baby syndrome--from physicians to students to public health professionals. It is largely free of medical 
jargon ... so the general reader should be able to understand it. Peinkofer has done a masterly job of clearing up 
misconceptions about the shaken-baby syndrome. This book will be a cornerstone of the field and will be widely sited 
for years to come."-New England Journal of Medicine"The book is well written and very readable, with chapter 
endnotes, glossary, list of resources on child abuse and SBS, and tables and pictures to illustrate the physical aspects. 
General readers; upper-division undergraduates through professionals."-Choice?The book is well written and very 
readable, with chapter endnotes, glossary, list of resources on child abuse and SBS, and tables and pictures to illustrate 
the physical aspects. General readers; upper-division undergraduates through professionals.?-Choice?This book does a 
superb job of orienting the reader about important aspects of a preventable, but until recently, largely ignored, public 
health problem. It is essential for anyone interested in the shaken-baby syndrome--from physicians to students to 
public health professionals. It is largely free of medical jargon ... so the general reader should be able to understand it. 
Peinkofer has done a masterly job of clearing up misconceptions about the shaken-baby syndrome. This book will be a 
cornerstone of the field and will be widely sited for years to come.?-New England Journal of Medicine"Many doctors 
do not have much more knowledge about shaken baby syndrome than the well-read layperson. Occasionally they 
make erroneous statements or fail to appreciate what is in front of them. Thus doctors, other professionals, and the 
general public have much to learn about this serious public health threat to children. This book is an excellent attempt 
to remedy this lack of knowledge. In reading the book for the first time, I was also impressed by some of the historical 
details of which I was unaware. Having lectured around the U.S. and internationally about shaken baby syndrome, I 
thought I was on top of nearly all these details. Jim Peinkofer showed me that we all have more to learn. Perhaps more 
important than the history of the syndrome or the detailed medical concepts, is the human side to this terrible form of 
abuse. It is important that we learn from stories of shaken children to keep us centered on what it all means and why 
we care."-Randell Alexander M.D., Ph.D. (from the Foreword) Director, Center for Child Abuse M rehouse School of 
MedicineAbout the AuthorJAMES R. PEINKOFER is a licensed clinical social worker on the pediatric unit at a 
midwestern hospital./e He has trained hundreds of professionals across the country about all aspects of Shaken Baby 
Syndrome (SBS) and has consulted on SBS-related cases with law enforcement professionals and prosecuting 
attorneys in a variety of states. He has his own health care consultation agency specializing in SBS prevention and 
education. 


