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Society):

It isimportant that lawyers should not allow themselves to act for two clients whose interests may, potentially,
conflict. However, this principleis being placed under increasing pressure, the main reasons for this being increased
demand for specialist legal services, the globalization of commerce, adramatic growth in the size of leading law firms,
and significantly greater mobility within the legal profession. As aresult, thereisagrowing trend, especialy within
the commercial legal environment, for solicitors to face conflicts of interest which have no easy solution. Increasingly,
conflicts are being "managed" rather than avoided altogether. Thisis afield within which the Law Society's own rules
are flouted on adaily basis, and in which these rules appear increasingly at odds with the common law. Based on
extensive interviews with lawyers and their clients, this book provides the first thorough consideration of how
conflicts of interest are handled within law firms.

Thisisatimely work, which should do much to inform the debate within the profession as to the applicability of the

law, and the profession's own rules, to the linked issues of client confidentiality and conflict of interest in the modern
legal world. Simon Y oung, LawGroup UK New Law Journal May 2003About the AuthorJanine Griffiths-Baker isa

Lecturer in the Law Department,University of Bristol.



