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The books main contribution isits interdisciplinary approach to the issue of sedation at the end-of-life. Because it
occurs at the end of life, palliative sedation raises a number of important ethical and legal questions, including whether
itisacovert form of euthanasia and for what purposes it may legally be used. Many of the book chapters address the
first question and almost all deal with a specific form of the second: whether palliative sedation should be used for
those experiencing existential suffering? This raises the question of what existential suffering is, atopic that isalso
discussed in the book. The different chapters address these issues from the perspectives of the relevant disciplines:
Palliative Medicine, Bioethics, Law and Theology. Hence, helpful accounts of the clinical and historical background
for thisissue are provided and the importance of drawing accurate ethical and legal distinctionsis stressed throughout
the whole book. So the volume represents a valuable contribution to the emerging literature on this topic and should be
helpful across a broad spectrum of readers: philosophers, theologians and physicians.

The book isintended primarily for those working in palliative medicine and scholars interested in the topic. Thisisa
valuable contribution to the field of palliative medicine, addressing the difficult and poignant topic of end-of-life
sedation. The editor has shown great care in gathering a diverse collection of essays addressing relevant ethical issues,
thereby providing a much-needed, comprehensive analysis of end-of-life sedation. (Kathrine Bendtsen, Doody's Book
s, April, 2015)From the Back CoverThe books main contribution isits interdisciplinary approach to the issue of
sedation at the end-of-life. Because it occurs at the end of life, palliative sedation raises a number of important ethical
and legal questions, including whether it is a covert form of euthanasia and for what purposesit may legally be used.
Many of the book chapters address the first question and almost all deal with a specific form of the second: whether
palliative sedation should be used for those experiencing existential suffering? This raises the question of what
existential suffering is, atopic that is aso discussed in the book. The different chapters address these issues from the
perspectives of the relevant disciplines: Palliative Medicine, Bioethics, Law and Theology. Hence, helpful accounts of
the clinical and historical background for thisissue are provided and the importance of drawing accurate ethical and
legal distinctions is stressed throughout the whole book. So the volume represents a val uable contribution to the
emerging literature on this topic and should be helpful across a broad spectrum of readers: philosophers, theologians
and physicians.



