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Sabrina Freeman : Science for Sale in the Autism Wars: Medically necessary autism treatment, the court battle 
for health insurance and why health technology academics are enemy number one  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Science for Sale in the Autism Wars: Medically 
necessary autism treatment, the court battle for health insurance and why health technology academics are enemy 
number one: 

2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A bright light in the fight for effective autism treatment!By 
CustomerParents of children who are affected by autism spectrum disorders are well aware of the need to serve as 
effective advocates for the rights of their children. Imagine the battle that needs to be waged when an entire 
government fights to withhold funding for the only empirically validated intervention for autism, applied behavior 
analysis (ABA). Freeman describes the events that occur when a lawsuit is brought about by a group of parents against 
the government of British Columbia. The lawsuit argues for funding for "Lovaas-style" ABA therapy. In an attempt to 
block the funding of ABA therapy, the government of British Columbia attempts to discredit Lovaas and ABA through 
a combination of distortions, selective reporting of the research literature, and questionable ethical practices. In part 
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one, Freeman outlines the specific strategies used against the parents' lawsuit while explaining why the government of 
B.C. is outright incorrect in its assertions against ABA and Lovaas. In the second part of the book, Freeman provides 
dialogue between the lawyers and witnesses (from actual court records) that depict these arguments and counter-
arguments. Happily, the British Columbia Supreme Court ruled in favor of the parents by declaring that early intensive 
behavioral intervention (EIBI) is a "medically necessary" treatment for autism and that the B.C. government was in 
violation of the constitutional rights of the children by not providing funding for this treatment. The court also ruled 
that the case against Lovaas therapy was biased. Unfortunately, the book concludes by pointing out that the 
government of B.C. appealed the court's ruling and has still not implemented the funding of Lovaas-style ABA. This 
book is a must read for anyone involved in the lives of someone affected by an autism spectrum disorder. It should 
also be on the reading list of all legal advocates who work in the field of developmental disabilities. Freeman gives us 
a wonderful guide for effectively arguing against those who would refute the validity of ABA as a science and as an 
empirically validated educational intervention. "Science For Sale" is a wonderful "candle in the dark" in the field of 
autism treatment.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. an essential readBy Bobby NewmanAnother 
essential read from Sabrina Freeman. Any parent or advocate fighting for the necessary treatment for people with 
autistic-spectrum disorders must get a copy of this book. It is frightening to see how easily the science can be 
misquoted and misused in the effort by some to avoiding paying for scientifically-validated treatment. When you have 
to prepare yourself for the fight, this a resource you must have.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Do 
not miss this...By A CustomerEvery parent of every child with autism should read this book. It will open your eyes to 
the way governments use taxpayer dollars to cheat children out of the medical treatment they so vitally need...and it 
will prepare you for the fight for your own children's rights. Do NOT miss this book!

Science for Sale in the Autism Wars is the real-world story of a landmark legal battle between children with autism 
versus government and their academic mercenaries. This book is a front row seat to the difficult struggle to provide 
children with health care insurance for their medically necessary autism treatment.

From the PublisherThe leading autism treatment attorney in the U.S., Gary Mayerson, says this about Science for Sale 
in the Autism Wars: "Science for Sale in the Autism Wars is a story crying out to be told. Dr. Sabrina Freeman ... 
expertly describes in her direct, no-holds-barred fashion precisely how health technology science was hijacked and 
distorted by British Columbia government ministries and their supporters, all in an effort to deprive children with 
autism of a "medically necessary" autism intervention She exposes how and why government functionaries placed in 
charge of protecting children with autism have breached the public trust " "Dr. Freeman, a skilled and articulate 
advocate, performs the investigatory equivalent of an autopsy wielding a razor-sharp scalpel. With the reported 
incidence of autism clearly on the rise, Dr. Freemans analysis of the Auton case has profound implications for a whole 
generation of young children (and their families) very much at risk." "The story behind the now famous Auton court 
casea case that the government lost at the Supreme Court level as well as on appeal to the British Columbia Court of 
Appeal, presents a pitched battle that has been waged for centuries As Dr. Freeman explains, the Auton case turned 
into a case essentially pitting science against pseudoscience or non-science." "Dr. Freeman sends a powerful message 
about the search for truth, and how that search is being distorted and corrupted by handsomely compensated health 
technology scientists who are allowing their integrity to be compromised." Gary Mayerson is founder of Mayerson 
Associates, a law practice in Manhattan dedicated almost exclusively to the representation of children and adolescents 
diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders.From the AuthorIt is unfortunate that this group of academics is going to 
achieve the rationing of health care for a very vulnerable group of children who desperately need treatment and, at the 
publication of this book, have no other effective treatment for their intractable disorder. The BCOHTA report of 
Lovaas Treatment in its published form, for years will haunt parents of children with autism fighting for their 
children's rights in courts around the world (particularly in parliamentary democracies). Justice will elude these 
children as governments work to save money and academics pad their curriculum vitae. In view of the autism 
experience, it is my sincere hope that the health technology movement will question the unhealthy influence that 
government funding has in shaping their research; however, I am not optimistic that health technology academics are 
capable of self-policing. Consequently, this movement will continue to grow and exert disproportionate influence at 
the highest levels of government. If this is permitted to happen, it will be to the detriment - globally - of children with 
autism. It is my hope that this book puts the necessary spotlight on the harmful role of health technology assessment in 
the ongoing autism wars, wherever the next battle is waged.From the Inside FlapScience for Sale in the Autism Wars 
is a book about a very important part of the Autism Wars in Canada - the role played by government funded academics 
against parents, in the difficult struggle to provide children with publicly funded health care insurance for medically 
necessary autism treatment that is their constitutional right. Science for Sale in the Autism Wars takes a close, hard 
look at the Health Technology Assessment movement through the lends of what amounts to a rare case study 
opportunity - the Auton et al. V. British Columbia court case, which attempted to gain publicly funded autism 
treatment for children. The case study shows that health technology has become a biased enterprise conducted by 



academics who seem to view themselves as the guardians of Medicare, the publicly founded health care system in 
Canada. The book exposes advocacy research from an academic group that is not accustomed to the limelight of 
scrutiny. One usually does not hear much about them, but they have the close ear of government and have tremendous 
influence regarding what gets into -and is kept out of - the health care system. In that sense, exposing the government's 
autism wars agenda exposed the health technology movement as a whole and acts as an inoculation kit against biased, 
anti-autism treatment advocacy research of the Health Technology movement. Science for Sale in the Autism Wars is 
also dedicated to helping those in need of expensive autism health-care who are fighting to have that treatment 
covered, whether by government or private health insurance. Although the group of academics discussed here is 
situated in Canada, there are health technologists everywhere. Therefore, work done in Canada has grave implications 
for parents of children in the United States and the rest of the world. American insurance companies and physician 
journals have already incorporated the autism report written by health technologists in Canada into their web-sites as 
justification for not funding or supporting intensive behavioral treatment for children with autism. 


